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CHAP.I 


Erbortation to an Holy Life, with Motive 
thereto. for, ns 444/154 


T'S very fad to conſider, not only how few Natiom 
there are in the World which profeſs Chelſtianity, 
bur alſo of thoſe who do profeſs it, how few there 
comparatively that Jive according to their Profeſſion. - 
erefore ir well beſeems all Chrift's fairhful Servanrs, | 
tally the Miniſters of his Goſpel, to uſe thelr utmoſt . 
ours, by Life and Doctrin, by publick and private 
bortarions, by preaching and writing, and by all the 
js they are capable, ro promote true Piety and Holl 
amongſt all ſorrs of Men, whether high or low, ich 
vor, without which no Man can be happy, either in 
World, or that to come. And rhovg h L well know 

, thanks be to God, we abound wich Multicudes of 
lent Books written to this End : yet are not - ſuch 
luſtructions as theſe that follow, to be condemned 
kleſs, fince they x ill, it's like, be more generally dii- 
dd and that amongſt the very meaneſt ct the People, 
may more eaſily be read and remembred by ſuch as. 
e neither Time to read large Books, nor Mony to buy 
With ſuch as the ſę I have occaſion often to mee, ane 
thelr Sakes chiefly ir is that 1 publiſh this little Paper; 

g encouraged thereto by ſome pious Perſons, both of 
and Country, who inrend to give fome of them a- 

| 10 poor People about them, and thought others 
it do the like. And may it pleaſe God to give a Bleſ· 
| : A 2 n 


” 
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4 pe TYMUMN Monktoz. 
ſing to ſuch a mean Undertaking as this, and ſucceed i 
to the Goods, Souls, I ſhall little regard the Cenſures o 
the Curious: Remeinbting the Say ing I have ſomwhere 
met with of a devour” Wrirer to this purpoſe; That he 
was deſirous his Books ſhould be ſcattered abroad upot 
Pedlers Stalls, and thence come into the Hands of com 
mon People, for the encreaſing of Knowledg aud Piet 
rather than be ſolemtily laid up and buried in the Libra 
ries of the Learned. | 
Wherefore, without any more Preface, I ſhall addre( 
muy ſelf to you, for whoſe ſake I write theſe Lines, as 
- . Perſwaſive to an holy and religious Life. Now, in © 
der thereto, let me beſeech you to look back upon yo 
Lives paſt and call your ſelves to account, whether 
has been your Care and Study to live in ſuch a God 
Manner as becomes thoſe who are baprized in t 
Name of Chrift, and after him are called Chriſtla 
Have you well conſidered what is che meaning of th 
Name, and what Engagement you. lie under to an ho 
Life by taleing it upon you n Baptiſm? And do you keg 
well in Mind your Bapciſinal Vow wherein you renoy 
ced the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh ; and promiſ 
to be Chriſt's faithful Soldiers and Servants, and ſo 
_ continue all the Days of your Life? Have you fo far 


terftood aud confidered theſe things, that you have mai — 

it your chief Buſineſs to walk accordingly? Do you war yot 
carefully, and fighr manſally againſt your ſpiritual Eck « 
mies Do you live as thoſe that believe the Goſpel,ſince hi, Lif 
ly endeavouring in all chings to know the Will of God, d, 

do it? Since you take Chriſt's Name in your Mouth, pcm 


you careful ro depart from all Iniquity ? In a Word, 
rhis your greateſt Study and Deſign to pleaſc and glor 
God, and to work out your own Salvation ? If your Cc 
ſcience can truly witneſs for you, that it is indeed (o, 
that wherein any Time you fall hort, or do amiſs, 
ere heartily grieved for 8 and do daily labour to ame 
aad grow better: If it be thu wich you, I ſay, t 
| bleſs God for his Grace and Mercy, hold on and 
ſper, and fear not but God will be with you; he 
own you as his Children, and for his Son Jeſus ſake, 
doth pardon your Sins, and aſſiſt you by his Grace ; 


2 The a Bo 7. 9 
ed iff guide you by uit Counſel, aud It Tengttr reechye 30 
res of GleryT45. 2+ 07 bi BD? bong 7 OO 24 
xherd 3 deal fairhfally with your own Souls, and ret 
at ha. has it wor been quite otherw ewirhyou'? Have you 
upon correrred your felves with the bare Name and Fre- 
com on of Chriftianiry; and in the mean time led an ill 


piety 
Libra 


ddre( 
„ 4s 

in © 
20 yo 
ether 


arſe of Life d recly contrary to your Profeffion? Have 
ou not lived in wilful Ignorance of your Dury, of in 

ſs Sins agalnff your Knowledge? Do not the Tempta- 
Jos of the Devil, the Allurements' of the World and 
be Fleſn many cies prevail more with you; than be 
dmmands of Al mighty God; and the Volce of your own 
nſcience? Are you nor wont to negle@' God's Wor- 
jp and Service, both in the Church and at Home? Yer, 


' God Wh you not profane his holy. Name by Swearing and Cur- 
in ie? Are you not often pulley cfg ant flandering,of 
riſtlanWrening and cheating, if not of dowr-right ſtealing ? 
of th you not in your 4 railing and reviling Lan- 
—— ke? Or, do you not live in Tuvy and Malice, ſeckivg 
Ou kee 


bt Revenge of thoſe that have done you any Injury? Do 
enen for allow your ſelves In Drunkenneſs and Whores 
rom or ſome other known and wilful Sin? To be ſhort, 
nd ſo Wiſh there not ſomething or other in this World that 

o far or more than you do God himſelf, and hls ſon Jeſus ? 
ve mare you not much more concerned for your Bodies, than 
ou Narr our precious Souls ? And do you not more earneſtly 
ual Eat for Food and Rayment, and the good things of 
1, ſince ii; Life, than after that eternal Kingdom of Glory which 
— 0d hath promiſed to his faithful Servants in the World 
Qur q 6 (4 come ? 4 ; © 4 ; 

Word, If this indeed be your Caſe, I beſeech you make a 
ad glorand, and confider well what you have been doing 3 
out r a ſad and dangerous Condition you have brought - 
ed (0, Ir (elves into, and what the End of it will be if you 
mils, d on in ſuch evil Courſes. Humbly beg of God to 
to ame you duly ſenſible of our Sin and Danger, and to 
ſay, Hep the Senſe thereof ſo cloſe to your Minds, that you 
and e be brought not only te movrn for your Sins, but to 
3 he rh and abhor them, and utterly to forſake the ſame, 
+ lake forth reſolving, by the Grace of God, wholly to 
race; ¶ Ve up your ſelves ra his Service, and to walk N 


F 


—— — 
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W uch an awfulSenſe of God upon his Ndl. 
him from wilful Sin, and make him Ge. 
= rh. or ith And fo our Reafon waz 
11 govern our Appetl pperites, our Luſts and 
dum ; that we ve fold not be led away into — 4 
ad Drunkenneſs, into Wantonneſs and | 
mo Rage and Fu , like bruit Beaſts that have < rg 
beſt ending)” But ſhoufd live ſoberly and chaſtly, quletiy 
ably" with all Men, doing them allthe good we 
For ſuch holy” Purpoſes a5 theſe chiefly was our 
wa deſtowed on us, and therefore in this Manner 
zyt it to be employ d. Certainly, fince God hath made 
;of a Nature ſo much better than Birds or Beafts, he 
pets from us other Works and Services than he does 
n them. They know nothing of God that wade them, 
ir have they any Knowledg of another Life after this, 
when they die, there's an End of them. But to us 
h God given immortal Souls, of more Value than the 
hole World: and for this End hath he ereated ns; that 
e might ſerve and honour him here in this Life, and fo 
live with him, and cnjoy him for erer in the Word 
come. 
Now, if this be the End of our Creation, bucht we 
vt to live up to it? Do we not ſee all other things an- 
er the End for which they were made? The Sus 
ght by Day, and the Moon by "Night. The Earth 
ings forth Corn and Graſs, and * Tree bear Fruit. 
e Horſe, the Cow and che Sheep, wich many other 
reatures, afford us much Serviee and Benefit. 
ul Man alone be uſeleſs and unfruitłul, to e | 


fl not we chearfully ſerve him that made us: for Wis 
u Service ? Surely we cantde — iſe God 
* lato the Werd only to eat and bet e 
12 or to work hard for a poor Livelyhoga. If ths 


derer have been made at all: Much leſs can we think 
at the holy God made us ov purpoſe to fin againſt him, 
(iſtonour his Name, and provoke him to anger, 
A not give Bs 7 to . us aN aud eue 


5 2 * N 
17 bee to "his daily labours ; 


od Purpoſe ? When they are all ſo ready to wk — 


e all, we had better have been made bruir Creatures, A | ö 


ne 


8 ,_ The chien Wonito:, 
the World, that w: Mignon how co cen and che] 
our Neighbours. He dſd get give us Tongues to leMhrelor 
and curſe with, or to talk foalifhly-and Alchuly 3-letus nM Mon 
Hep. oc them. to any ſuch, ill 3 Since 6% Nut in 
nas given us precious imm tal Souls, | AT us not live epenc, 
. cher pal walowing ene ar Nee feak 4 * 
A uſts. and Pleaſures, . By: il Is . Means We DECOME wor ience 
then Brairs themſelycs, for we debaſe our own Naturhpon ur 
de abuſe, our Reaſon to our own Shame and Hurt, and Nereaſt 
God's Diſpleaſure. Thus we crofs the End of our Cre; 


Krvice 


on, and are more;ftupid and ungrateful than the ver; I. 7 
or Aſs: For they know their Owner, and do good deri 
to thoſe that keep and feed them, Iſa. 1. 2, 3, 0 O cek 
F l cauſe to * of us, as he there d Y repei 
ol the Jews, that he nouriſhed and brought up Chilan WMetored 
they rebelled againſt bim: Think how grievous it is ro ot by 
that have Children, after all your Gare and Kindn:G , Mir wer 
ter all your Coſt and Labour, to have them prove (icy re 
born and diſobedient, looſe and idle Prodigals. © iery i 
then that you be not ſuch towards your heavenly Fa er tak 
ho made you and preſerves you, and every Day ten n to b 
his Mercies upon you. He: keeps us alive, and nur din 
eur Lives comfortable. He gives and continues to II ma! 
our. Reaſon. and Senſes, our Health and Strengt!:, F M 
and Raiment, and all che good things we enjoy. He (W#"d, ſo 
#plies our Wants, and helps us in all our Diftrefs, ill in 
giyes us Light by Day, and Reft by Night. He ena_ reveal 
us to follow our Callings, and gives us a Bleſfing to d Dart 

: Labours, chat we may provide for our ſelves and FamilF"ic of « 
„And does not this good God well deſerve all the lies to 
and Service which we can poſfibly render him? O Thre: 
Jenn we ſind in our Hearts wilfally to offend him And . 
hub delights in doing us good ! Fooliſh and unchali, che: 
Wreseles de are, thus ill to requite the Lord for i make 4 
lor ing Keodneſi. We could not deal ſo with any FHsiven 
or Neighaour on Earth, that had been always our Ju 
loving to us. Are not Servants bound to work for en full 
_ who maintain them and pay them Wages? And ooght H Will be 
Children to obey their Parents who begot them, M of ot 
drought them up? How much mote then ought Vat mo 2 

» obey God eur Father, who gave us Life at firſt, m By era 
ner 
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relongs it from one Day to another, when he cov'd in 
Moment cut us off in cur Sins, and throw us into Hell? 
gut is much Mercy he ſpares us, and gives us ſpace ro 
tpent, and is very unwilling to deſtroy us, and theie- 
ore warts long to be gracious to us. O then let his Pa. 
jence ard his. Goodneſs ar laſt have this happy Effect 
won us; let it lead us to true Repentance, and ever 
ereaſter engage us to Diligence and Conſtancy in ki 
vice, Rom. 2. 4. 2 Pet. 3. 9. 
11, To which purpoſe conſider again, thit this was the 
ul for which God ſent his Son Jeſus into the World, eve n 
o ſeek and ſave us lofi and miſerable Sinners, to b ing us 
d repentance and newneſ of Life, that ſo we might de 
ſtored to the Love and Favcur of God, which he has 
oft by Sioning againſt him. Our firſt Parents, Adam aud 
Eve we re created in a very holy and happy Eſtate, kur- 
hey {<1} from it by ſinning againſt God, and ſo came ail 
ſery into the World, ard then did our heavenly Fa- 
her take pity on us, and ſent his on Son our of his Bo- 
m to be our S. viout and Redeemer, to reform us from 
ir Sin-, and ſo to deliver us from Miſey: Firlt , he 
lll make us holy, and then we ſhall be made happy. 
oras Man loſt his Happineſs by difobey lag God's Com- 
and, ſo he muſt recover it by becoming obedient to }15 
Fill in all things. To this End hath che Lord Jeſus fol- 
j revead God's Will ro us when we were in Ignoranci 
d Darkneſs. He hath given us holy Precep:s for the 
ule of our Life: And made moſt rich and preclous Pro- 
ſes ro perſwade us to our Duty, and denounce dread- 
| Threatnings to affright us from Wicke dteſs. 
and when we had deſerved the Wrath of God for our 
„ then did Jeſus Chriſt ſhed his moſt precious Blood 
make Attonement for us, and to obtain our Pirdon ind. 
orgireneſs. He died for our Offences, and toſe again 
r our Juſtification, Rom. 4 25. And in his Goſpel he hath 
ven full Aſſurance of God's good Will to Mankind that 
will be merciful to us and pardon us, if we truly re- 
it of our Sins, and for ſake them. Thus hath Chriſt 
ned a Doc r of Hope for us, to ẽncouragè us to teturn 
God: For if there had been no Hopes of Mercy, we 
a never hare been * Repentance, but even 
| 2 7 BEI 
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TLIC: The Chiiſtian Wonſta:. 
like the Devils themſelves ſhould have remained ful 
Hatred and Malice againſt God, utterly deſpairing of} 
lief from him. But whilſt the Death of Chriſt does 
much engage and encourage us to forſake our Sins, it giy 
not the leaft Encouragement to our Continuance in te 
Let us not think that Chrift died for our Sins, that 
might have Liberty to live in them, and yet be ſayed 
the laſt. No, but he came to fave us from our Sing 
in them. He makes us bleſſed by turning us from our! 
' +, quithes. He died to redeem us from a vaia and evil co 
verſation, to purify our Hearts, and reform our IV im te 
and make us a peculiar People Zealous of good wor i Ple 
Fat. 1. 21. At: 3. 26. 8 777. 2. 14. 1 Pet. 1. 18. But on 
The Death of Chriſt for us vie Sinners ſhews the ii is hun 


nite Love of God in finding out this Way for our Sale wi 
tion: Bur then ic ſhews alſo what an evil thing SinMheave! 
and how hateful to God, fince he would not pardonfiſyng Pr: 
 withour the ſuffering of his own dear Son on cur Accouffarth 


And therefore if the Conſideration of all this does Mftnce | 
briog us to hare and abhor our Sins, and to love and ſe ¶ iou 
eur God and Saviour, we are never like to have any 
nefir hy Chriſt's Death. all our Profeſſions of l uner 

- him, and beljeving in him, will ſtand us in np ſtead v 
bout obeying him. True ſaving Faich in Chriſt is 
which works by Love both to God and our Neigbbe 

Chrift accounts none to be his Friends but thoſe off 
keep his Commandments, and to ſuch only will he gHH r Lit 
Pardon and Salvation, Gal. 3. 6. John 15. 14. Heb, 5 beaſon 
John 3 8. ö bg bet 
Since then, the ever bleſſed Jeſus the Son of God e be nov 
fown from Heaven, became a Man, and died 2 
painful Death upon the'Crofs;, that he might ſave us! 
is and Miſery, ſhall we not accept of him as our Hebich 
aud Saviour, who comes to deliver us from the Powe 
che Devil, and our own Luſts, xo make us the Childre 
Cad, and Heirs of Glory, which is a thouſand times g 
er Deliverance than chat of the Tſraelires from the 5 
tian Bondage ? Will you not be moved by all chat © 

* bas done apd fuffered for you ? Shall ror his Love 

> © "Rraln ydu to love him, and to hate all Sin which waere, i 

ale of bis Sutferings ? Will vou tread under soo e mc 


| full Naoſt precious Blood „and even cruciſie him afreſh, and 
g of kMigain put him to open Shame? Thus in ſome ſort do 
does Myicked Men uſe their Saviour, whilſt they goon in their 


t gin ins, which are ſo diſpleaſing to him. They that lie and 


in the coꝛen ſor a little Gain, what do they but in Juda ſell 
that way Chriſt for Mony? They that live in Hatred and 
ſaved Malice and do Miſchief to their Neighbourt, do in effect 
Sing, i nn the Spear into Chriſt's Side, and drive Nails into his 
our 1M#ands and Feet. And they that give themſelves to Riot 
vil cd ad Drunkenneſs, do even mingle Gall and Vinegar for 


ur LU 
| Wor 


the it 


tim to drink. They do all that In them lies by their fin- 
ful Pleaſures to E him again into Agonics and Pains. 
But on the other hand it is a Delight to our Saviour to ſee 
w humbled for our Sins, and reſolved to forſake them. 


ur Safe will readily and effectually intercede for us with our 
ng Sinfftavenly Father, who is moſt willing to receive return. 
ardonfing Prodigals. There is Joy in Heaven when Sinners on 
accoul bark repent. Even this our teturn to God by true repen- 
does ¶ Nunce is the beſt Recompence we can make to our bleſſed 
and (efMiour for all his Pains and Sufferings. When the Plea- 
e any Wire of the Lord praſpers in bis Hand by the Converſion of = 
of lovers, be then fees the Travel of his Soul, and is ſatisfied, 
cad uu 63 10, 11. And ſhall we not afford this Satisfaction 
ſt is Mito our Redeemer, who hath undergone ſo much for our 
e igchbq es, and ſtill out of his render Love to our Souls fol. 
thoſe flows us with ſuch earneſt Invitations to come to him 
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or Life and Happineſs ? Could we deny him this moſt 
reaſonable Requeſt, if we ſaw him now 1n perſon ſtand- 
ig before us, beſeeching us to turn and live ? And this 
he now does by his Spirit, and by his Miniſtry: But that 
exds me to rhe next. | 2 | 


I 


Cocruption of our Natures, and therefore in great Mer- 
tj he affords the Aſſiſtance of fris holy Spirit, to enlight- 
en our Minds, and purifie our Hearts, to renew and 

s Love I change our Natures, and guide us in Ways of (Holineſs 
ich was dere, that ſo we may be fitted for eternal Happineſs with 
derſoocſi we moſt holy God In the life to * ; 


© " The Chilſtign nm. «© = 


III. Conſider therefore, that this alſo was the End for  _ *-/ 
hich the holy Ghost is given, and all the Means of Grace | -* | 
forded, even to ſanQifie our Hearts, and make us an Mi 
boly and obedient People. God knows the Weakneſfsand ' ⁵ü 


n 5 
* * 
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ee Chifffan Hontto. 
ad for this End were the holy Scriptures wu itten vi 
F Men aſſiſted and inſpired by the holy Ghoſt, to be a Lich 
3 en our Feet, and. a Lanthorn to our Path, to direct us 
. | - | 
An 


plain way to everlaſting Life, 2 7im. 3. 15, 16, | 
hd the holy Sacraments were appointed for the Increi 
of Grace to all that make a rehs Uſe of them. And o 
dleſfed Savibur did at firſt ſend abroad his Apoſtle, 
preach the Goſpel to. all the World, and hath ever fn 
continued a Succeſſion of Miniſters in his Church, whe 


* 5 5 


ſtanding Office is to adminiſter the Word and Sacramen n 
do watch over the Souls of the People, to inſtruct and aro 
moniſh them both in publick and private, and to ui: 

An 


D L their utmoſt Diligence to bring them to the Knowled 
nnd Love of God, and of his Son Jeſus. And God is« 
ready to accompany their Endeavours with his Bleſſin 
H * Do you not often feel his good Spirit putting go 
Thoughts and Motions into your Mind, inclining you 
that which. is holy and good, checking and reſtraina 
ra, 2 when you are running into Evil? Bat on the oth 
band it's the evil Spirit, even the Devil himſelf, t 
dempts you to fin, and would hinder you from your Du 
les the Devil that tempts Men to Pride, and Malice, at 
do all manner of Wickedneſs. For he being a proud, t 
l icious, and molt wicked Spirit, would have Men to 
Re himſelf, that ſo they may for ever be miſcrable wi 
, kim. Will you not then reſiſt the Devil, the great Enel 
ef your Souls, and be led and guided by God's good 5 
rit, and follow his Motions and the Directions of! 
Worck which leads to Happineſs ? O do not grieve t 
bleſſed Spirit, who alone can give us true Comfort, do 
reſiſt and quench his Motions, nor provoke him 
diepart from you, and leave you to your own Luſts, 
to the Power of Satan, who ſeeks your Ruin. 
E-'* +: Moreover, as the Devil has his Inſtruments to 
Men to Wickednefs, one ill Man tempring another 
Miniſters are ſent from God to draw you ta Righteouſ 
and Holineſe. They are Ambaſſadors and Meſſengers 
E ! Ghriſ; and do in his Name beſeech you ta be reconci 
to God, who is moſt willing to be reconciled to you 
tou will but caſt away thoſe wicked Works. which þ 
| . woke him te Anger, 2 C. 3. 20 0 bow will i: 


. r. 
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Ahe Chntttan'Pontto2, 7; "2 
be hearts bf your Miniſters that truly love your Scub to WM 
x the ſudeeſs of their Labours, to have you come to 6 


17 . dem enquiring whar you muſt do to be ſaved, declaring ' 
a » . Wear Repenrance for your former evil. Courſes, and ycut 

16, \ We@larion hen eforth to become bew Creatures certainly 
Incre: c echote yu to nothing but what is highly reaſonable 

Ind o r your on benefit, whilſt we perſwade you to return 
oſtlez ide favour of God. Why then will you not hearken to 
ver init a meſſage of mercy ſhould be ſent you from the © * 


g henyou were in danger of death forkebellion, would 
nec moſt gladly and thankfully receive it? and will 
n dot be as rhankful & obedient to the King of Kings? 


h, whe 


ramen 


t anda a 

1 _ css wife to ſare your Souls, as to preſerve your Bodies? 
nowled Aud befides his Word and Miniſters, God alſo pleads 

od is ea you by his Providences to bring you to Repentance. 
BlefinMnctimes he ſends Afflictions to correct you for your 

ing go, to thew you the evil of fin, and draw you home 

ag you  timlelf:3 and ar other times he ſends many mercies, as 
ſtrair e told you, to ſoften your Hearts, to engage and al- 

the ot e you to his Service: and ſuch good Uſe we ought to 

ſelf, Me of all God's Dealing with us. 3d e 
our Du v. Conſider further what Engagements you lye under ts 
alice, oiiÞ Life by your own profeſſion, Promiſes and Vows. Ion 
roud, meſs and call your ſelves Chriſtians, the Diſciples and 


Men to 
rable wi 
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lowers of Chriſt:Ought you not then to follow his ex- 

ple, and obey his Commands, if you will make good 
«Name ? You will think ir a preat d iſgrace not to be 
en for a' Chriſtian, but for a Tur or Jew. Beware 
leſt you bring this diſgrace upon your ſelves by en 


grieve riſtian Temper of mind, and ill courſe of Life. If 
ort, dof are falſe or cruel, covetous or luſtful, like a Turk“ 
ke him Je, it matters little what you call your ſelves. He - 

ta Chriſtian that's one outwardly, but he that has 


Luſts, 5 2 a 
| ame mind and ſpirit that was in Chriſt Jeſus. God » 


nts to du not ar the laſt day judge of Men by their Names and i 
nother ; Nes, bur by their Hearts and lives. Only it will go much 
ghreoulogWrſe wich a man that calls H imſelf a Chriſtian, and yer 1 
ſſenger e like a Heathen or Iufidel. EIS Rr | 
e reconcuſud pray confider how hy your Bapriſm you are ſolemn- 

d to 11 ted under Chriſts Banner, to fight azainſt che Devil, 
which p 


World, and the Fleſh; and by the keeping this Vos, 
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youlhew your ſelves to beCliriſhjans indeed. But if you 
re led away by the Tempranons of Satau; and do þj 
Works, and are enſnared by the Vanities of the World 
the Lufts and Plcaſuros of the Þleſh, you do in effect te 
nounce your Baptiſrfm. 
Beſides this, have you not renewed this ſame You, ih 
the holy Communion, there openly proteſſing your Beli 
in Chriſt Crucified, and promiſing Obedience to him ? | 
ou have nor received this holy Sacrament, though yo, 
ave long been at Years of Diſcretion, you then ſhey 
+ your ſelves by this neglect, to be no Obedient Diſciple 
of Chriſt, ſince you do not obey his plain Command o 4 
this remembrance of him, Luk. 22. 19. And indced 
fear that many careleſs People will not come to tne Cop 
munion, becauſe they think it would biad then to lea 
ſuch a ſtrict and holy Life as they have no mind to. Bu 
do notthey caſt oft Jeſus Chriſt from being their Naſt 
who look upon his Commands as tod ſtrict and ſevere a: 
will not promiſe to obey him? Yea, do they not there 
by even diſown their Baptiſm, by which they were boun; 
to this Obedience? So that the lame Reaſon which keep 
them from rhe Communion, it's ike, would keep the: 
from being baptiſed, if ic were yet to be done, 4 
what ſort of Chriſtians are they that would reje& Cn 
ſti in Baptiſm, becauſe ir engages them to an holy Li? 
If you are not guilty of this Neglect, bur do ſome iat 
come to the Lord's Supper, to keep up the Rememb:an 
o his Death and Sufferings: Then pray conſider, that b 
receiving this holy Sacrament, you do ſolemhly rene 
your Vos to be Chriſt's faichtul Servants and Di;ciple 
and to walk in ſincere Obedience to all his holy Ls, 
you hope for Salvation by his Death. Wherefore ma 
not well beſeech you to uſe all due care to live acvordib 
torhit your Promiſe and Engagement? What a ſname 
it for a Man to be falſe to hisj Word, much more to! 
Oath'! © do not chen break that Oath which you ha 
wade to God himſelf, by taking his holy Sacrament. At 
a! co mind if you have not ſometimes on a ſick- Bed, 
in ſone great Danger, made the ſanie Promiſe and You 
And has not God ſpared you, to ſee how you would pe 
form'che ſame ? Take heed then of abuting bis Mer 


make your Bromila — 
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„eee e oi BA, 
on Noreover,I might ſhem how your profeſſng to believe, 
rorla & creed, ingages you to live well, accopding to the holy 
& teich you jus 4 4 which is a Dactrine according to Gedling, 


But laſtly, the very Prayers you put up to God, lay the 
e lag⸗gement on you, even to ſerve and pleaſe this 
iel whom you worſhip. To inſtance brictly in the 
{'s Prayer, whilſt we call God Our Father, Sc. ought 
not to love and honour him, to obey him and ſubmit 
kim as our heavenly Father? Whilſt we pray that his 
1 ny be ballowed, bis Kingdom come, and lis Mili dont 
th as it is in Heaven, ought we not our ſelves to ho- 
his Name, and advance his Kingdom, by obeying 
Lavs,and by doing his Will conſtantly and chearful- 
the Angels do in Heaven, to the utmoſt of our Po] - 
Praying for 4aily breaa, teaches our Dependance up- 
God, and engages us to ſerve him by whom we are 


ene. mined. When we pray God to forgive our Treſpaſſes 
ther Nſeeive ot bers, this ſtrictiy binds us to forgive thoſe, - 
e bon oiiend us, as ever we hope for Mercy from God. 


h kee ben we pray not to be led into Tempt at ion, but delivers 
ep tel Evi, chis ſhould reſtrain us from running into. 
% pation, and make us eareful to avoid all Sin and the 
c (ng ons of it. To the ſame purpoſe I might aifo men- 
Lic? e Prayers of the Church, ro which 1 hope you 
meide frequently. Therein you, begin with the Confeſſi- 
mb:anoMW! your Sins, and ought you not to forſake as well as 
that ales them? And io the End of the Confeſhion, you 
Ay rene 644 jor Cbriſt's ſake, to grant that you may lead godly, . 
Di;cipleſWi%s and ſober lives, And almoſt in every rrayer, 
Laus, eil nd ſomewhat to this effect. Now | hope you | 
we ay good earneſt in cheſe your Prayers, elſe ou do 
God and affront him, inſtead of wor ſhipping nd 
name g him. Bur if you do heardly deſire cf eſe things 
ore to HH ou pray for, then yon will do your part fer the. 
you d my! nt of thei, and will diligemiy eadcavour co 
ent. Auf ſo holy and good a manner, as you pray that yod _ 
Bed, . And if you thus add Diligence to your Prayers, 
b Grace will never be wanting for y ur Afliſtauce. 


Conſider alſo how juſt and equal all God's Com- 
wenns are, ſuch that our own Reaſon cennot but ap-. 
ei chem, as being moſt agreeable co us we are 
Si: Fug des- 


| a Lhe Sie Ponitos, 
reaſonable Creatures. T fle in the chef of then 
is it not moſt juſt and fit chat we fhoulf love God abor 
all, who is the beſt and moſt perfect of all Being, ant 
from whom we receive all our good things ? Ought wil 
not to pray to him who alone can hear and help us, a 
to give Thanks and praiſe to him, who is the rather MIA. 
Mercies? Is it not moſt reaſonable that Children ſpouſ n 
obey their Parents, and Subjects their Rulers? and th 
all men ſhould live in Peace and love with one anche 
Alnd ſpeak truly, and deal honeſtly as they would be d 
unh? Is it not moſt fit and decent for a man to eat u 
| drink moderately, fo as makes moſt for his Health? To 
modeſt and chaſt in all his Converſation : will not eve 
man's own realon acknowledge the Equity and Firne6 Ife 

theſe and the like Precepts ? and for fome that do ſe 
more ſevere; there may be given very good reaſon | 
them alſo: So that plainly, all God's Commands aret 
wiſe and wholſome Counſels of a moſt tender Fat 
who forbids his Children nothing but what's hurtful, : 
requires nothing of them but what makes for their o 
Good, even ts deal — ly, to love Mercy, and to wall ii "+ 
bly with their God, Mic. 6. 8. Cbriſis Toke is taſu oli. © 
" Burden Light, Mat. 11. 30. Gods ſervice is perfect i 
dom, as we daily ſtyle it in our Prayers, And his 
— not grievous, 1 John 8. 3. Shall we nott 
be ſo dutifull to our heavenly Father, yea, ſo wiſe for 
own Gocd,' as to obey theſe maſt reaſonable and p 
cious Laws which he has given us? o juſt and equal 
Are, that we cannot break them without offering a k 
of Violence to our ſelves, and going contrary to the 

| ſon of our mind. They are Light to the Eyes, and 70 

. Heart, ſwerter to a good "man than Hon, and the 
comb, as the Pſalmiſt often ſpeaks. As ſuitable are G 
Commands to cur Natures,and as uſeful ito or 
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our Souls, as the moſt wholſome Food to bur Bod 
And for a man to direct his whole Carriage and bel 
dur according to the laws of God, is as much hi 
dom, air is to go clothed in decent Apparel, a. 

eat and drink what is good for his Nouriſhment. Bui: ** 

tte other hand, for one to run naked abour the ors 1 200 
d fill his mouth with mire and dirt, to cutfand nan 


Ps 
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T ry 
bow! fleſh, is not a greater Sign of - folly and madne b, 
than for 2 Man to live n his own luſls, rather 

w 


od abo 


nh an after the Laws of God, which are fo agreeable to 
ju Mar Reaſon, and do ſo plainly conduce to our own trueſt 
N Inereſt and Advantage, boch in this Life, and that to 


en ſhou] 


me 3 45 will appear by what ſollo s. | if 
V. Conſider, therefore in the next place, that it is. a 1. 


and ih | Ty This bb b . 7 
poſt certain Truth, That the leading if 4 bily and good 
on , is In all 2 very greatly. 45 4 Mans om bensfit 
a Comfort 3 even in this preſent World. Gaal. is profita- 
7 10 it for all things: It makes for the Quiet of our minds, 


health of our bodies, the Increaſe of our Eſtates, and 


Eu rocures us much credit and eſteem, much Love and 
a0 ei Will among our Neighbours, Yea, it commonly 
at iss along with it, all manner of Bleſſings, and makes 


he enjoyment of them more ſweet and pleaſanr, and 
teps off a great deal of Trouble which wicked men 
ing upon themſelves, and affords much tupport and 
Hſe under choſe afllictions which the Providence of God 
ay lay upon us. Inſomuch chat no man, of what Reak, 


my d condition ſoever he be, can head a truly comfortable 
af 3 We, excepr he lead an holy and good Life, All tieis 
18 > quently taught in Scripture, and may be eaſily manj- + 
| 5 bied by clear Reaſon: Or if that be not ſufficient, it is 
A* p moſt plainly to be diſcerned by daily experience, that 


y who truly fear God have much more Peace and 
mlort in this World, than wicked and looſe Livers, 


le and g 


equal W© make no Conſcience of their wayes. 
og i I ſhould make the compariſon only betwixt a ſober 
* 7" Wit iochis Life? How oſten do the great Drinkers not 
are G Ay waſte their Eſtates, hut deſtroy their health, weak- 


heir Brains, and ſhorten their Lives ? How often do 


cal Wy fall into Quarrels, get wounds and bruiſes, and 
ur dcn vetimes Death ir ſelf, either by fighting, or by one ſad 
ach ti ccident or other? Sometimes the very Children in the 


Meets run after them, ſhouting and making ſport with | 
dem, and if you follow chem to their own Homes, what 
Iurbance and miſchief do they make there? hat ſweat» 
and curſing, what brawling and ſcolding. what quar- 
ag and fighting is chere? what outeries and lamen - 
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* 
| tat a77/og for wane of that Money which theſe ill Hu 
| Ji | bands waffe in the Ale-houſe. (A Sin and ſhame it ist 
| thoſe that entertain them.) And after they have lived 
while at this wild and wicked Rate, the next News con 
monly js chat either for. Debt or for Diſorder they a 
Bid up in Priſon. and ſometimes by thoſe very people: 
Moſe Houles they drink away all they got. And no 
they are forced to live upon bread and water, and li 
ger out a miſerable hungry Life, in a cold ſtinking Dy 
geon, gill either the Charity of Friends, or Death ir (« 
,Toleaſe them thence. (And by the way is this ſuch 
'p'eafant Life, that it's worth being damm d for it to Hi 
Torments to all Eternity? Of which afterwards.) 
Thus al might I tell of the ſad Effects of Whoredo! 
_whieh is commonly followed with Poverty and diſgra 
and many times with a filthy loathſom diſeaſe, whi 
makes men rot above ground. And thus angry, pro 
malicious and revengetul People are a continual Torm 
tos themſelves and to all about them, and ſeldom h 
ny Peace or quiet, eicher with their Neighbours, o 
th: fr own familics. The like may be ſhewn of al! od 
Voices which areſtill wont to bring their own Puniſhme 
Along wich them; to fay nothing of what is or ought tol 
. nflifted by the magiftrate.Kſpecially ſuch wicked peo 
as Thieves and murderers, Traitors and Rebels, do ſeldc 
eſcape the hands of publick Juſtice, But who nil k 
. Men if they be ſellemers of that which is good? Or whath 
- docs a man bring upon himſelf by living ſoberly & ch 
h, by fearing God and honouring the King 77, n 
chief does a man get by minding his own Bü (+ % li 
ing 1555 and peaceably among his Neighbou; - \l 
how happily may we ſee even ſome of the mea 
of People live, that are diligent in their Callings, ard! 
ber and temperate and careful to pleaſe God, and ket 
a good Conſcience in all their ways? Very ſeldom it 
that they are pinched with much want; or if chey ſhout 
fall into a low Condition, yet all good People that K N 
them are ready to pity and relieve them; and will of 
truſt them wich mony or Goods till they are able .* 
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ations do Wife and Children make ? who. nom perhaꝗ 
17 lad to get away for fear of their Lives, as before the 
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gaming and cheating, and ſtealina, that negle& God's Ser- 
vice, an prophane the Lord's Day, - being often in the 
Ale-houſe when they ſnould be at Church; theſe are the 
People, if you obſerve it. that do commonly fall into tbe 
haſeſt Beggery and mĩiſery; and men do bur little pity 
them, -b.cauſe they brought it all on chemſelves. O how 
happy might all ſorts of People be, in a very greatMeaſure, 
gen at preſent, if they would but become truly religious 
d good! Ir is their own Sin and Folly, their Lufts and 
Mons that vccaſjon moſt of thoſe Troubles and miſeries 
ich they meer with; tho I know they uſe to cry out 
 cheir hard Fortune, and to lay the blame upon others, 
n ſometimes to murmur againſt God himſelt. But they 
enſider not how they provoke God to Anger daily by 
heir haingus Sins, and therefore may juſtly feel his hea- 
"7 Judgments for che ſame. heſides all the miſchiet which 
murally follows upon Wickedneſs. And tis makes their 
Condition to he ſadindeed, that rhev are alwavs able to, 
Fe Wrath of d ard yo juſtly ev pet hi: Vengarce 
b fall upon them, and to ſtrip them of all their COmtoits, 
nd throw them into the ſoreſt Calamities. 

But on the contrary, herein above all lies the good 
Man's ſecurity and Comfort, that he enjoys the Bleſſings 
d Favour of Almighty God, and therefore is {ure to 
unt nothing that's truly good for him. So it's promiſed 
Id. 84. 11, 12. Mat. 6, 33. They that fir t ſeek the King» 
Mm of Goa, and the Nighttouſutſs of it, hall ha ve allthat is 
Idful added ta them. So that a poor man can take no 
urer Courſe to provide for himſelf and Family, than eo 
Kcome truly religious; tho he may not have great things 
i the World, yer he ſhall have Food convenient. And 

n, which is better than all, he ſhall have God'sble(- 


Ad every Body is willing ro imploy an honeſt induſtri- 
ou Man, ſ>thac. he: ſhall ſeldom want Work or Trading. 
But Idle riorgus People, chat follow Whoring & drinking, 


dom lt Ing with what he enjoys. and this will afford him more 


1ey (hol 
that k 0 
will of 
ble to 1 


we content and comfort in that little he has, than a wick - 
d man can find in all his great Treaſure, Godlineſs with 
ntentment, js the greateſt Gain, P.i 37. 16. 1 Tin. 6.5. 
por man that has on)y Jacobs Wiſh, Food to eat, and 
ment to put on, if alſo he his Facab's Piety, and takes 
| \ C.4. 2 the - 


CY 
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- the Lord fer his Ged, and lives in his fear and ſervice, abu . 
enjoys the ſenſe of his Favour, how bleſſed is the fü . 
of this Mau ? How cheartully may he live at all times not 
withſtanding his Poverty » What though his dwelling be 


mean, his Fare ſomewhar hard and courſe, and his Clou 
ing very plain; yer whilſt he loves God ſincerely, an +; 
worſhips him duly and devoutly, he may even turd hi 


Cottage into a Palace, yea, a Temple; and the bleſſet 


God will viſit him wich his Preſence, will accept of h 
. Services, and refreſh him with the Light of his cowne 
* - nance. And upon this knowledge nd enjoyment of Gy 
it is, that the true comfort of a man s life depends, wh: 
erer his out ward condition be. It is this alone wid 
gives inward Peace and Satisfaction to his Mind, an 
ſweetens all his Mercies, and above all things, bears u 


his Heart under thoſe afflictions he meets with, For t 
beſt of Men muſt expect their ſhare of ourward Trout! 


In this World, ſuch as ſickneſs and pain, Loſs of Friend 
and Efftate, with the like; theſe are calamities comny 


0 all.Buthere the good man has clearly the advantay 


ſince he looks upon all that befalls him as coming fn 
the hands of a moſt uiſe and gracious God, who kna 


what is beſt for him, ard co whoſe will he freely reſi 


himſelf and all his affairs, ſaying with his bleſſed matte 
Not myWill, O God, but thine be done. Yea, he receive 


afflid ions as ſent in kindneſs to corre him for his fiul 


to exerciſe gnd increaſe his Graces,. and ſo to prepa 


him for Glory. And here's the great benefit of Religicy 


that it reachetrh a man whither to go for Relief an 


Comfort iv his ſtraits and difficukies, even ro this gre 


ard good God, who is moſt able and ready to help! 
people in all times of trouble. This we ſtill read 


Scripture was the courſe ot holy Men, and they found 


was not in vain. And to this Day will God's faith 
-, Servants find the good effects of thus devoutly apply! 
- themſelves to God by prayer, For his Eyes are tut 
the vigbteous, and bis Car open to their Cry. He takes p 
on them, comforts and ſupports them. He'll lay no mo 
upon them ihan he enables them to bear; and in his gc 


ume he ſupplies their wants, and delivers them irc 


their afflictions, yea, he turns chem into bleſſings, ail i 


iger 
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the ſlate to chem chat 0 bim, 8 

mes nor ro dene p. with God, to have a 

elling be vidence, [0 as to live on it and Improve ir, Fob 22. 1. 

15 Clot i Bur how fad is the condition of a wicked man, who 
ely, and as no ſuch knowiedge of God, no love to him, nor an 


turn hi 
 bleſſeqli greate ſt proſperity he's à very 
*pr of hi lives without Got 1 


cone de ſo indeed, whe | 

It of knows not which way to turn himſelt for help and com- 
ids, wh fort, For as wickedneſs ſtill brings men into miſery (as 
ne Wich 1 have before ſhewn) fo there it leaves them in the moſt 
od, a vretched forlorn condition. And the ill temper of their 
bears i minds, adds weight and load to their Calamities, and 
For tl grievouſly increaſes the ſmart of them... The. ſenſe of 
Troubq g their own' Guilt ſometimes torments their Conſciences z 
f Friend and fills them with fear and Horrour : Sometimes they 
comma rage and fret againſt thoſe that helpt on their ſufferings, 
Ivana and ſomerimes they even blaſpheme God himſelf, and 
ning fro murmur” againſt his Providence. Whilſt the good man 
ho knowl wich Fob bleſſes God in all his afflictions, theſe are ready 
ly reſigi to follow the counſel of his wife, even to curſe God and 


d maſte 
receive 
his faul 


) prepay ther Hiſtory. For my part I do verily think, that next 
d Religie to che Devils & thoſe in Hell, there are no Creatures in 
Relief au the World more miſerable than wicked ungodly People; 
this ge and whilſt we ſee what the common fruit of Sn is here 
S help on earth we may eaſily be convinced that ir leads to Hell 
I read and Damnation hereafter. And all rnis do men madly 
y found BY end ilfully run into by their own evil doings; even as 4 
['s faith man chat cruſts his hands into the Fire, is like to feel pain 
y apply! wa Smart. By forſating F God, tho forſabe their own 


Ye cr Merct:c, and fixning againſt hin, they wrong their - own Song, 


takes pl yea, their Bodies too, and all their concerns. Thus you 
y vo Mol ſee that an holy life is moſt profitable for us even in this 
in his 200 prefent World, presenting much evil, and bringing all 
hem iro manner of good along with it. Or ifa man ſhould fall 


lings, A into ſuch hard times, a + i« ſuffer mcerly for Religion and 
Ml; | . * 


TX 
be * good Conſci ace, ne 


Te that eſpecially in hope of the glorious Rewards laid uy 


- 09 of God, will rider 
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_ , " nal Miſty, and Torment., According as we live in thi 
WV vorld, fo muſt we fare in the ne 


„1 ed Conteler e ſhall then commonly find ſuc 
wonderful comſort and ſatistaction of mind, Su he will 
triumph and rejoyce in the midſt of his. Sufferings . 4, 

we know the apoſles and primitive Ehriſtians did, and 


for good men in the Heavens, But chat brings me tt 
the laſt confideration 1 ſhall mention. | 

Laſtly, Namely That an holy Life thro” the rich My, 
7 nt peffadh and eternally bleſſed inthe 
. Worid to come, whereas a wicked — 55 of Life, leads to ttt 


| xt + For this Life i; 
State of Trial in order to Eternity. Even at Death a good 
_ Man has ground of much comfort, having the Teſti 
ny of a good Conſcience, arid the ſenſe of God's Love, (: 
that with St. Stephen, he may commit his Soul into the 
| Hands of the Lord Jeſus who is ready to receive hin 
But how ſad is it with a wicked man, when beſide all the 
Pains of the Body, his mind is tormented with the Re 
membrance of 5 Seins and with the Fears of God's wrath! 


but the gre it difference will he made at the dey of Judp 


m n-, whenthe de þ (pill br ſit at (briſts Right Herd 
end the Cas on the lift 5 as you Have it deſcribed, Mrt 
28. 31. &c, To thoſe on the rigkt Hand, that is, the 
pious and good, will be pronounced that Joyful Sentence 
Com ye blefſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom proeres 


per you from the Foundation cf the World; And then ſhal 


they enter into that moſt glorious Kingdom, where nei 


ther Sin nor Sorrow ſhall ever diſturb them more, wher 
they ſhall never feel or fear any manrer of Evil or Pain 
e ther of Soul or Bod v. But ſhall be admitted into the 
immediate Preſence of God, where there is all Fulneſs of 


Joy for evermore. They ſhall have ſuch a cle:r Kno- 
_ ledge of the ever bleſſed God, and ſuch a lively ſenſe ol 


| is infinite Perfection, 2s will fill. them wich Admiration 


Lose and Praiſe: And they ſhall feel the Love of Ged & 
the ir Savicur ſo tully ſhed abroad upen them, as ſhall raiſe 


[ ._ their Hearts to the very utmoſt heights of Joy and 


Thankfulneſs, & their Mou ths ſhall be filled with Hale. 
lujahs and . Songs of praiſe, and in this moſt delightſul 


| | £ _ Employment ſhall they joyn wich all the bleſſed Comps- 
oy ets Aerie hag | | BY 


I 
ny a4 4 * 1 | | "AP | * 4 
duch fy of Heaven for ever and ever. That ße perfection of | 


ail, that the Joys of Heaven fhall never heve an End. It is 
both a mot exctediny and external weight of Glory that's 
promiſed, 2 Cor. 4. 17. 18. For ever ſhall we remain with . 
the Lord, 1 Theſſ. 4. 17. Ine eternal God will be the por- 
tion of his Pec ple, and their Joy in him ſhall never be 


ie will 
Se AL 
d, and 
1d uy 


MY lefſencd. or abate d chro' all Eternity. They ſhall beal- 

b Mays bleſſing and praiſing him, always farisfied & raviſh- 
intel ed „ ith the beholding of his Glories and the Enjoyment 

to nn of his Lore; always delighring with rhe moſt pſeaſant 

in th; and agreeable Society, of Angels and Saints: and never 


more ſhall dear Friends. and Companions be ſeparated 


ife i; A 2 
from each other, when once they are met in Heaven. 


2 £00c 


eſuͤmol Death hach now no power over them. They are beceme 

ove, Mn ſome meaſure even like to Chriſt. himſelf, and there 

oro the ſhall ſee him as he is in all his Glery, Pbil. 3. 21. Jon 3. 2. 

re hin But what it is thus to be made like to Chriſt,to ſee God 

all & enjoy him, we are not able fully to expreſs or conceive 

the kei Whilſt we are here in the Body; to compare the Glories of 1 
wrath Heaven to all tte Riches and Honours of Courts and Pala- - 1 
f To dp ©5 here veiow, were great ' y to leſſen and diſparate then. 


en great are thoſe hezver ly Glories and Joys, that they 
1, Ai ein never be clearly known nll they are enjoyed: as a 
is, c bund Man can nevet᷑ tell what Light is, till his Eyes are 
ntence open to diſcern it, It's enough for us that we have ful! 
properes Aſſurance from che Promiſes of the Goſpel, that ſuch a 
en ſhall State of unſpeakable Happineſs there is provided for good i 


ere nei Nen in the Life to come. And as the Lord Jeſus is gone ll 
' wher I beſore to prepare it for chem, ſo now by his holy Spirit 
or Pain he prepares them for that bleſſed Place, by working in 
into the them that Grace which firs them for Glory, and is the 
alueſs of very firſt Fruits and Beginnings of it in th ir Souls, True 

Know Holineſs is the moſt certain Pledge of E ernal Happineſs, 


ſenſe o and makes us.mcer for i, Eph. 1. 13, 14. Col. 1. 13. 
ration Since then fuch a Glory there is, ſo ' infinitely grear, 
Gd Ofure and certain, ſhall we not all be perſwaded to ſeek 
all raiſe # er it, by wallling in thoſe holy wavs that lead thereto? 
yy and Surely we ſhall, if we have any belief of God's VVord, 
h Hale- y regard to our own Intereſt. Muſt our fouls live for 
clichrüulf ever in another VVorld, and ſhall we not uſe our ut- 
Compa- maſt care and Diligence to make them happy for e : 
h „„ there 


/ 
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D "rhe Farr ext fs 7 . 4, +4; hi 
ene Ponſtez, 
ET at) ey not our own Souls, and do they not they 
i dcferveourLoveand Care? If we bewiſt aud £004; is i 
1 10 ſer our ſelves, for our/ own. happineſs? and is tiere 
daa other way to make our ſclyes happy, but by galling gnaſhi 
the Love of God and ererfal life? Do we not fee that a Comf 
worldly comforts are ſhort and uncertain ? They wither to the 
in our hands, and periſh inthe uſing, Our Neighbours & | 
Acquainrance are daily dying round about us;many- of our 
-. .* deareſt Friends and Relations are already gone before uz 
aud we our ſelves are ſwiftly following after. We ar: juſ 
upon t he borders of Eternity, liable to à thouſand dif 
ales and miſchances that may ſoon ſtop. our breath, and 
then we are gone, Since then, we cannot make ſure of 
this Life, nor the enjoyments of it, O let us ſee to make 
fore of eternal Glory; which we may do, by God's aſſi 
ſtance, even the pooreſt man on earth, if he will become 
ſincerely pious and good. For God is no refpeGSer o 
Perſons. Chriſt died for poor men as well as rich; and 
they that have no inheritance on Earth, may be Heirs of 
the Heavenly Kingdom, if they be rich in Faith and Love 
to God, Fay. 2.5. And methinks they that have ſo much 
trouble and forrow in this life, ſhould be moved to ſeei ven 
| after riches and Glory in the life ro come. There the The 
| . pooreſt, Lazarus ſhall haye a thouſand times more pleaſure BY nov 
| an ſoy, chan any of the proud Dives's or rich Gluttons I int 
and Epicures have now in their delicious fare and gor. len 
_geous Apparel, Nau, the very hopes of this Glory may WW: 14, 
fill the good mans mind with ſo much Joys that he vill if le 
even forget his poverty, and not count his affliction wor. N dh 


„ 
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thy to be compared with the happineſs he hopes for; ſen 
= - nor would he change Eſtates with the greateſt Vrincely By 
| - upon Earth, who is 4 firanger to theſe hopes. Thus Tt lat 
3 che Haly Apoſtles and their followers, 2 Cu. 5, no 
10. 1 et. 1. 6, ) 8. at 5 * | £ Fo 2 ne 
Thus have i briefly told you / ſomewhat of the happi-fÞ Ie 
= cſs of the godly in the world to come: But on the o. en 
N ther hand canſider what will be the Portion of the * ch 
ed, who deſpiſe the mercics of God, and rhe Offers an. 0 
promiſcs of the Goſpel, theſe will at laſt fall under tb ch 
heavy wrath and venzeance, and there muſt re main for 


ever iu che moſt incolerable Tormeat ot Soul and * 


ot then 
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happi⸗ 

the o- 

e Wick» 
ers and 
der h 
gain for 
Body, 
ſet 


Brimſtone, and 2 never aying 
gnaws and fijogs their Hearts. TY 
er Darkneſs, where there is weeping and waiting and 


4 he Th21ltian: iter. 
vi Worm that petpetually 


They are caſt into out- 


enaſhing of Teeth, not the leaſt glimmering of Hope or 
Comfort to all Eternity, Mat. 25. 7855 1,46. Mark 9. 43. 
to the end; 2 Th . 1. 7,8, 9. Theſe are the Goats that 
being ſer on the eff Hand, muſt hear that doleful Sen- 
tende, Depart from me ye curſtd into everlafling Fire pripa- 
red for the Devil and his Angels. An hei vy de om, and yet 
moſt jaſt. For they departed from God and neglected his 
dervice here on Earth, and therefore now they muſt de- 
unt from his preſence, In which their corrupt minds can 
uke no delight. They prefer'd the Tavern and the Ale- 
houſe before the Houſe of God ; & took more pleaſure in il 
faſting and drinking, in roaring and revelling amongſt © þ 
their wicked Companions, than in worſhipping of God. 
in the Communion of Saints: they loved not Prayers, 
and Praiſes in the Aſſemblies of his People, nor had any = 
mind ro come to the Lord's Table, though often invi- ©. 
ted thereto, and therefore muſ} they now be ſhur cur. Bl 
from ſuch holy Company, and from fuch high and he- 
venly Emęeloyments, for which they are altogether unit. 
They were many of them greatly given to Curſing, and al 
now it is come upon them That Curſe of God which they © I 
in their Rape often wiſhed to their Neighbour, is now fal- 
len upon themſelves. Nay, did no: many of theſe pro- 
phane Wretches even call for this Curſe upon their own i 
Heads, in that Helliſn Language of God damn me? and 
what wonder if their petiticn be now granted, and they 
ſentenced to that Damnation which they thus called for? 
By the Devi they were led and guided, and by His wicked _ 
Inſtruments and their own brurifh Luſts ; and therefore 
now they muſt have tie Devil and hir Angels; and dam- 
ned Sinners like rhemſelv#s to be their Companions in 
Tormerit, who are ſo far ſiem pitying or comforting Il 
each other, that rather they curſe one another now in 
their Miſery, who before rempred one another to Sin. = 
Oſad meeting of the drurkards, rhe Whoremongers and 
the Harlots there together in thoſe ſcorching: Flames: Ti 
Where in vaiu they cry out for a drop of Water to cool 


k , 


| - 'ry upon themſelves, who in ſpire of all the Warnings 


Bm Hearts, and fills them with the deepeſt Herrour and De- 


the Flame is never quenched, Nor is God to be accuſed 


W - vidence for making the Fire hot, when he feels it burn 


N in Elen Pons. 
Fugue It muſt not be granted: their good things, 
paſt and gone; and the 1 chen 
Riot and Lewdnels ſerves but to increaſe their Torment. 
And now allo they may remember how God did again 
and again call upon them, and they would not hear ; 
neither therefore will he now hear their Cries, hen pain 
and Anguiſhis come upon them Prov, 1. 24. to the End, 
And though they may cry out againſt their Companions, 
and accuſe che Devil, and in their Rage blaipheme God 
himſelf, yet will their Conſciences fly with greateſt fu. 


that were given them, did by their own wilful and im. 
penitent Continuance in fin, plunge themſelves. into this 
Miſery, from whence they muſt never be releaſed. 0 
dreadful Words,  Ewerlaſting Fire | Eternal Torment | 
How does the thought of this fink and break their 


ſpair ! ho can dwell with everlafiing.. buraings? Who 
can? And yer the damned Sinner nuf, though in the 
moſt raging and imparient manner. After they have lain 
thouſands and millions of Years in thet place of Tor- 
ment, yet is there not a moment leſs to come, there is 
a whole Eternity ſtill behind. The Worm ver dies, 


| of ſevexrity in all this, ſince it was the Simmers own do- 
ing, the kruit ot their own, Choice, ſor they knew that 
| Sin would fink them into Hell, and yet they would ven- 
ture upon it. And indeed ir ſinks them thither as natu- 
rally as a ſtone falls to the Ground, Even here on 
| Earch, the proud and coverous, the malicious and re- 
S vengeful, the prophane and ſenlual do kindle ſomewhat 
ot gell in their own Souls; and whilſt they carry alon 
= with chem the ſame wicked Temper of Mind, it mu 
= ill needs make them moſt wretched and miſcrable in 
W another World, as long as ever cheir Souls live, and 
theſe Vices flick ro chem, that is to all Erervicy, Let 
not him char carries. Fire 1n his Boſom accuſe God's Fro- 


him; but let him blame his own folly and Wiifulneſß: 
And ſo muſt [cli-conderaned Singers, be forced to do. 


N 5 
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Ny VEE 3 4% 2 8 5 7 TS 5 2 Hat, , 1 
ldd bow tell me 1 beſtech ydu, is there not all che Rea- | | 


in che World that you ſhould ſpeedily repent you ot 
— ar Sins, and caſt der from you ich Loathing ane 
nent. teſtation, and hence forward ſer upon a courſe of leri- 
gin , Holineſs, thar ſo you may eſcape all this Miſery threat- | 
ear ; Ia to the wicked, and may partake of that Glory which * 
pain I promiſed to the pious and good: Does not a Thou- 
End. Id Pound a Year deſerve the Labour of one Day ? And 


ions, II nor all the Joyes of Heaven, that ſhall laſt for ever 
God Ml cver, abundantly reward our, Diligence in Gods Ser- 
ſt ſu · e for this ſhort Life time ? and are not the eternal 
nings ments of Hell enough to reftrain Men from a looſe. 
d im. Wi ſinful Life, tho ir were never ſo profitable or plea- 
» this Whhere for a little while ? But you have before heard 


fully proved, that even at preſent an holy Life is in all. 
ſpects moſt for our Benefit or Comfort. So that with=. 
doubt a good Man finds more ſweetneſs and farisfaRi-- 
n the way to Heaven, than Sinners do in the way to 
l. Our gracious God appoints us an eaſie and honou- 

le Service, and gives glorious Rewards: But the Devil 


» lain Mi moſt cruel Maſter, and ſets his Slaves to the vileſt 
Tor- Whdgery, and afterwards pays them very ſad Wages, 
ere is Wn. 6. 21, 22, 23. Whether then will you be Chriſts 
dies, men, or the Devil's Bondſlaves? Whether will 
cuſed N.walk iv the good Ways of God, that bring Peace and 
n do- Wnfrt here on Earth, and Eternal Glory in Heaven; 


in the crooked Paths of Sin, which now bring Sorrow, 
15hame, and Pain, and herexfrer.. will plunge you into 
mal Miſery and Torment in Hell? Thus are Life and 
ach, Happineſs and Miſcty ſer before you, what Choice 
1 will you make? One would think there was no 
u Diffigulry in this caſe, to a man that has che uſs of 
Reaſon, if he will at all make uſe of it i: the Aﬀares 

tis Soul, A liktle thinking ſerves turn to convince | 
3 chat there is tio reaſon why they ſhould chuſe Pover. 
and Reproach, Pain and Impriſonment (if they can ho- 
ſly avoid them) rather than Riches and Honour, Eaſe 
dLiberry. Bur 1 am ſure there is a Thouſand times 
reaſon for à Man to diſcbey God, and dann bt: Soul 

ever, rather than to pleaſe and lerve | u; and 18 | 
«2 (urs of eternal Salvation. Wherelote let 3 | 
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to rake. themarer Confiderarion,. an 

i yn, at b mot 8 7 55 cad moſt for you 

_ own Torereft, - then. chuſe accordingly. And. I pra 

_ Godd dire& your hearts to malie ſo wile. choice, that you 

"may nevet He de cauſe to fen won 1 < "Y * Woll 
or ü e 92 7 Er bin 


5 7 e H 145. 1. 
| a 4 tri Deſcription of ari Holy Life with, fon 
| oe Direction Fe wf bb eretd, 


1 5 now d demand of bs conſiſts this, hol 0 
Life, to which I have been thus long and — 


I —exhorting you, that | hope you may in ſome meaſure 


derſtaad by reflecting on whar I ſaid at the begining a 
dy attending to what I have intimated all along in n 
Diſcourſe. Vet for your aſſiſtance, I ſhall ſomewhat mo 
plainly repreſent it to you, tho but very briefly; 45 1 
other can be expected in this Kay Paper: 

In. the general then (as I have before expreſſed it) lat 
only perſwading you to live as becomes true Chriſtians 
according to your Biptifmal Vom, in the keeping of whici 
cConſiſts your Chriſſianity. : Now by your Baptiſm you art 

engaged to bel eve in him, and. obey Sod the Father, thi 
Son, and che Holy Ghoſt, You muſt ſince rely and 
heartily own God the Father as your maker and * 
ver, the Son, of God as your Redeemer, and the 

"Ghoſt as your Sanctifier, Guide and Comforter, . I 
*  aceordivgly: muſt you bęhave your ſelves. both in hearts 
Lite,; And therefore you muſt renounce the Devil, th 
World and the Fleſh, which would draw you off fron 
God, and muſt ſtedſaſtly believe the Articles of ycu 
Chriſtian Faith, and carefully keep God's holy Will an 
Commandments all the Days of your Life, [Your Faith! 
required in order to obedience; for it you do nor belien 
Chriſt's Golpel, you are not like to obey it. In the 


©; n ings then confiſts the Religion of 4 i büßte, 0 
as W 1 
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„ The Cheiltian Ponites. 29 
or youtich he is engaged by his Bapriſm, viz. In believiny 
Ip bat Jeſus Chriſt hath revealed, and in doing what he 
th commanded. In ſhort, he: is a good Chtiftian who 
World es firmly believe his Creed, and carefully keep the 
. . _-omman ments. F . BR > EE Ia 
Ie Doctrines which we are to believe, are indeed 
-—— More largely and ny delivered in the holy Scriptur 
| hich were written by men inſpired by the holy Ghoſt, 
d accordingly ought-to be received as the Word of 
| od, and ro be diligently read; and ſteadfaſtly believed. 
5 ur the chief Articles of the Chriſtian Faith are briefly +. 
ind up in that which we call the Apoſtles Creed, 1 
eis God the Father, r. This I hope yo are well 
5 quiinted with, ir being ſo ſhort and plain, and dail 
holinel Ppested in the Church Service; and therefore I ſhall 
arneſii t ſet it down at large. And this alſo I hope you do de · 
ſure e to be moſt true. Tou would take it ill, if I ſhould 
ing a jeſtion your belief of the Creed, without which you 
e in n e not to be reckoned as Chriſtians, But Jer me adviſe 
at mol to conſider ſerioufly and frequently of theſe great 
75 1 uths contained in the Creed, that j ou may more clear- 
| underſtand them, and be more affected with them. 
it) la pray fee that your belief of them be very firm ard 
ista rooted in your Soul, that ſo the fruit of your Faith 
K Which appear inthe Holineſs of your Life, Without this, 
you dil bare knowing of the Creed and tepeating it never ſo 
or. cen, will ſtand us in no ſtead, For, as I told you, 
dy * r:dience is the end of Faith. And all the Articles of 
prefer belief, do moſt plainly-tend to make us holy and 
e field, if we will bur carefully atrend to them, and con- 
- an" well of them. To flew it in a ſew words, I we be- | 
\ heart i"! th God the Father Almighty made us and all the World, | 
evil. are we. bound to love and honour him, ro worſhip + 
off frod dovey him as our Maker and Preſerver, who is af. 
of yet ty in Power, Infinite in Wiſdom, goodneſs, and alt 
Willa wer of perfect ions. If we believe that Jeſus Chrift 
aich the Son of Cod, and the Red es mer of Mantia i, who. died 
„ belen.“ aud roſe again, and aſcended to Htaven, and will 
in thel ct com? to judge the, quick and the dead, and wl grant 
nian M. penjtent and ogedient beſievers the Furginends 
e aud e la ing Le, bur "wi ſentence | 
the 
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mie wicked to everlaſting miſery : Our belief of this mu 
lead us to true Repentance and Amendment of Life at 
to an humble Dependance on the Mercies of God, a 
the merits of Chriſt for Pardon and Salvation, Aud 
we believe, Fhat it is the Office of the Holy Ghoſt, to 8 
ks, and all the elect people of God; then ought we to pr 
to God for his holy Spirit, and we muſt comply with 
good Motions, and ſubmit to his working upon our $ 
tnat he may ſanctifie us and make us holy, that ſo 
may be living Members of Chriſt's Holy catholict Chu 
And in this Church we are bound to continue, thu ſo 
the Communion of Saints, we may enjoy the Benefi 
the Word, Sacraments and Prayer, by which means| 
Holy Ghoſt works Grace in us, and increaſes the a 
vill it be perfected in eternal Glory, to which good! 
hall be advanced both in Soul and Body at the Re 
rection, as their Souls made Entrance upon it preſet 
 affer their Death. . 
Thus you ſee how a right bel ef leads a man to h 
nefs of Life. And therefore in holy Scripture do we fin 
much mention made of Faich, or of believing in ( 
and in Chriſt, .- This in many places is highly ext 
and moſt ſtrictly required of us, as the very ſum of. 
Buty; inſomuch that we are often ſaid to be juſtified 
pardoned on account of our Faith, and to be ſaved 
Faich, and all this chiefly, as I ſuppoſe, becauſe true Fa 
produces Obedience, and makes a man become av hi 


ble and ſincere Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo make ac 
fit for the Mercies of God in and chro' our bleſſed elf! 
our. But when Faith does not bring forth. the Fri od) 
- Holineſs avd good Works, it's of no value with Meal 
nor will ſtand us in any ſtead, as you may ſee at larg ey 


the ſecond Chapter of St. Janes, to name no other | 
ces. Wherefore you know we are engaged by our! 
tilm, not only to beleive all the Articles of the Chri 
Faith, but alſo to keep God's Command ments, whit 
am to ſpeak of next. . | F309 
No theſe Commandments are alſo plainly conti 
in the holy Scriptures : and therefore there is ſtill 
teaſon why you ſhould diligently read and ſtudy the 
that you may know the Will of God and do ir. And 
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i mn {bt k to be done by us, I reckon it contained in the ren. | 
Lifea zmmandments,as they are explained to us & urged up- 
God. us, both by the prophets in the old teſtament. & by our 
Joe iour and his Apoſtles in the New : eſpecially in our Sa- 
jours Sermon in the Mount, in the fifth, ſixth, & ſeventh 


to "4:6 | | 

e to pater of St. Matthew, And therefore often read over - 
with Wieſe three Chapters. There you will find what manner ot 
dur sol erſons che Diſciples of Jeſus. ought to be, even like thein 


e ſter, ot an humble lowly Spirit, meek and gentle, pure 
ch Chu nd peaceadle, merciful, patient, and the like. Such as theſe 
chu U pronounces bleſſed in the beginning of that heavenl . 
Benefi mn, and theſe alone are they whom he will make moſt \ 
mean; eld wich himſelf for ever. But if you will have the 
the m of your Duty to God and your Neighbour ,as requi» 
d ved by che Ten Commandments brietly repreſented, take 
22 tin the very words of the Church Catechiſm. 
ic preleiſi. My Dutytowards God is to believe in him; to fear him 
o love him will my heart, with all my mind, with all 
an to u Soul, S wich all my firengrh; to worſhip kim; to 
we fire him thanks; to put my whole truſt in him co call 
ig in N bon him; to honour his holy Name & his word, and ta 
y exto! ſerve him truly all che days of my Life, 
Tam of MY My Duty towards my Neighbour, is to love him as my 
juſtified elf and to do to all men as I would they ſhould do to me 
be ſareil do love, honour, and ſuccour my Father and Mother. To 5 
true E bonour and obey the King, and all that are put in Autho- 
ne av hi under him. To ſub mit my felt to all my Governors, 
ſo make teachers, Spiritual paſtors ànd Maſters. To order my 
leſled elf lowly and reverently to all my betters. To hurt no 
he ru body by word or deed, To be true and juſt in all my. 
nh Dealings. To bear no malice nor hatred in my heart. T 
at larg deep my hands from picking & ſtealing, my tongue from 
) other eril- ſpeaking, lying and ſlandering. To keep my body in 
by our! Temperance, Soberr eſs & Chatiiry. Not to cover and 
ne ChrilfM&fire other mens Goods; but to learn and Jabour truly 
nts, wad get my own living, and to do roy, Duty in that ſtate 
| of Life into which it ſhall pleaſe God to call me. 8 
Iy conti Here you have your Duty in à little room, which von. 
is Hill eaſily keep in Memory 3. but eſpecially beg of God to 
ady the Hie his Laws in your Heart, that you may freely and 
ir, Audrarfully obey them. inyour Life and'Conyeriation, And 4 
| | | D.a ; ; * 5 | | foray 


\ 


Teen F mito2, 4 


= for your further Aſſiſtance, I ſhall a tle inlarge dpi ch 

= the chief of theſe Duties, eſpecially the Love of God a Le 

your Neighbour, and ſo conclude witch ſome ſhort a hi: 

'  - general directions for the guiding of your "ſteps na du 
-.- readily and conſtantly in the Ways of Holineſs all u 

1 days of your Life. NS e e eee the 

To love God with altour Heart and Soul, is the fi pe 

A great Commandment z, as our Saviour himlelf tea pre 

eth us, Mat. 22. 37, 38. This makes us more eaſily; 70¹ 

2 all the reſt of his Commands, For if we truly o {ur 

God, we ſhall be very fearful to offend him, andy goc 

| careful to pleaſe him in all our ways, And then do for 

truly love God wich all our heart, when we love li do 

more than all other thing: in the World, more chan Ri ly, 

2, Pleaſures, Honour, Friends, or any other Enjoymen go 

yea, more than our very Lives; ſo that we will part vj for: 

all, rather than loſe che Favour of God, in which we af hit 

count our Happineſs chie fly to conſiſt. This I take to in f 

the very Eſſence of Religion, and tis that witho ney 

Y which our Saviour tells us we cannot be his Diſciyl on 

2 Aa. 10. 37, 38. But when once we are got to this d and 

| fed Temper, we ſhall find ir no very hard matter tod and 

ny our. ſelves, and take up our Croſs and follow off Ly; 

Lord and Maſter,both in well doing and in patient SYN Cod 

. e ee ES. in al 

— let us earneſtly beg of God by his holy lo 

tit to work this Love in our Hearts. And to our praye va 

let us add our own diligent endeavours; and eſpecial plalt 

let us be much in thinking of all che Goodneſs and loi us le 

Kindneſs of God, manifeſted to us and to all the Worl deſe1 

Lex us conſider what he has done for us already, b ledg, 

for Soul and Body, and what he has promiſed to do hell. 

the Liſe ro come. And never let our hearts be at fe (und 

till they are encirely fixed upon the ever bleſſed God WM Thin 

our chieſeſt Good, and only ſatisfying Portion. And had r 


= us earneſtly ſeek: his favour through our Lord E | 
= Mediator, who came into the World on purpoſe to br 
3 us into a ſtare of Friendſbip wich God, that we might lo 
bim, and be loved of him, and live with him for ever 
Love and Joy. But always remember that Obedience WM meet 
God, is the only ſute Evidence of true ſaving Love. ¶ ure 


* 
4 
; 
| 
i | 
_ 
* .1 
=_ 
4 1 

F 


e The Ch21 Pp ontto2, „ 
chat loves God, will hate and abhor Sin &. Wick edneſt. 
Let the Son pretend whar\ Love and Honour he will to 
his Father; he does not truly love him, except he uſe all 
due care to pleaſe him. 0 e 
And iſ you do thus fincerely love God as your Father, 
then. you may always comfortably truſt in him, and de- 
pend upon him, which is another great duty, and brings 
teac great peace and quiet to our minds, Iſæ. 26. 3, 4 Whilft 
you live in Obedience to God's Commands, you have a 
ture intereſt in, his Promiſes, and may ſafe ly rely upon his 
nd v good Providence for the Performance of them. Wheree © 
Wl fore whatever your wants, your dangers, or ſufferings are, 
do not diſtruſt the Providence of God, but wait pattent- 
ly, and do your owa Duty, and be aſſured, God in his 
y men good time, will ſuccour & relieve youzbe will direct, ec m- 
art vi . fort and ſtrengthen you. Let all the experience you have 
1 we all hitherto had of his loving kindneſs engage you to truſt 
in him as long as you live. And take great care that you 
witho never murmur nor repine againſt God under any afflidti- 
Diſc Wl on whatever, when you meet with the heavieſt Croſſcs 
bal and Diſappointments, or loſe your deareſt Relations 
ter tod and Fric nds, ſay wich holy Job, The Lord gives, and the 


low of Lord: takes away, bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. Beſeech - 
tient S God to teach you that excellent Leſſon of Contentment 


| in all Eſtates, Phil. 4. 11, 82, 13- Thongh you may be 
s holy (OW low and poor in the World, yet conſider, you have al- 
ar prazall vays cauſe to be thankful. bur never any reaſon to com- 
eſpecuſß plain. God knows.whar Condition is beſt for us, and let 
nd loviſ us leave it to him to chuſe what we ſhall have. We that 
e Wor deſerve nothing bur wrach and Miſery, ought to acknow- 
ady, b ledge the great Goodneſs of God, that we are on this fide . 
d to do Hell. It is of the Lord's Mercies, that we are not utterly can 
be at te ſanta, and that xe do enjoy any Meaſure of Comfort. 
ed God Think how poor the Lord Jeſus was for our Sakes, who, 
. Andi had nor where to lay his Head, and was mimſtred to by 
and the Subſtance of others; and in the ſame mean Conditi- 
dle co of) 
might la frees you from a great many Snares. and Temprat ions, and 
for ever from a great many Cares and Sorrows that rich people 
dience WW meer with. If you but truly love God. and have a Frea- 
> Love. WE lute in Hes ver, you axe very rich, though you have 2 
| 2 Wu” * Sew © 


on did the holy Apoſties live. Your Io Condition 


ther Gold nor Silrer. Fear nor, but Sod 'will give you 
and yours Food and Raiment, and having that let us be 
content and thinkful. Yea, let us pur the very worſt, WM 
that we ſhould ſtarvero death for want of Bread (which on 
not one of a Thouſand does in times of Peace and plen. 
ty) yet if our Souls be fir for Heaven, and cariied thi. MW ut 
ther, we ſhall have no cauſe to complain of the manner Wl Di 
of our Death. I have been a little the larger upon this Ml len 
for the ſake of poor people, who are apt to be diſcon- MW »h 
tented, and to murmur at their Condition ; tho alas, they Ml tha 
commonly bring themſelves into it, or make it much WM Pra 
worſe bY their own careleſs and looſe Lives, as was before. Pra 
mentioned. | EE: th { 
And yet before I proceed to the Duty you owe to your lief 
Neighbour, let me in a few words direct you, as to the Ml ner 
Worſhip of God in Prayers and praiſes. is is 2 Duty Ml thir 
moſt frequently enjoyned in Scripture, and practiſed by WW our 
all good men, and the very Light of Nature may direct L 
us to it. We have daily need of God's mercy and do daily Ml let 
taſte of it, and there tore we are taught to pray continualh ll tor | 
and in. every thing to give Thanks. To God alone may call 
vue offer up our Prayers and Praiſes in the Name of Jeſus . Mar 
- Chriſt, as he himſelf teacheth us, Mat. 4. 10. Fob 16.23. ich 
Wee muſt not pray to Angels or *aints, nor make uſe of kave 
them as our Medrarors, for this is the peculiar Office of MW tit 
Chriſt who dyed for us, and is now interceding at the for 
right Hand of God, 1 Tim. 2. * Heb. J. 25, VVherefore x. 
we mean ſinful Creatures, muſt always come to God in ten 
the Name of Chriſt, and for his ſake alone, hope for the Fiel. 
Favour of God, the Pardon of our Sins, the Acceptance the 


of our Perſons and Services, and the Salvat on of out four 
. 55 = . lure 
And our Saviour teacheth us to Worſhip God in a pure V. 
and ſpiritual Manner, with Dur Hearts and Souls; becauſe{Wiorn 
he is a Spirit, and ſearches the Hearts of Men, John 4. 2 Treſe 
VVherefore by no means may we wake any Image or pence 
ure of God, nor may we gi ve religious VVorſhip to 1 Lril, 
Image, which is directly contrary to the ſecond Command Eren 
ment. Neither may we frame in our Minds any bodily lleep 
Shape or Likeneſ of God when we pray to him, but mult 


cC.ouceive of him as a moſt pure and glorious, Spirit, - 
| | "FRET F7 power 
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werful and wiſe, and 
with his Pretence, and is always near to us, tho not to be 
ſeen with bodily Eyes ; and hears our prayers, and knows 
our Wants, and is both able and willing to help us. 

Our Saviour hath commanded us to pray in private, 
when we are alone, Mat. 6. 6. And there he taught his 
J how. to pray, and hath given us that moſt excel- 
lent Form which we call the Lord's Prayer, Our Father 
which art in Heaven, &c. which hy the way miy aſſure us, 
that Forms of Prayer are very lawful, and the Lord's 
Prayer may both ſerve for a Pattern to direct us in all our 
Prayers, and alſo is it ſelf moſt fit to be uſed and joyned 
w our other Prayers. But it is not proper to uſe the Be- 
lief and the Ten Commandmen:s for prayers, as the man- 
ner is of poor ignorant People; though we ought often to 
think of them, or rehearſe them, for the quickcning of 
dur Faith, and the guiding of cur Lives. Ts. 

Upon all Occaſions, in all our troubles and Diſtreſſes, 
et us be much in Prayer to God, and ſtill ſeek to him 
tor Mercy and Comfort, who is always nigh to them that 
all upon him in Truth and Sincerity. Would the po 
Man ſeek as earneſtly to God for relic f, as he does to his- 
rich Neighbour, he would find it the ſureſt courſe to 
luve his Wants ſupplied, And let us alſo frequently be 
fring up our Hearts ro Gcd in Thankſgiving. and Praiſe, 
br all his mercies and favours which he beftows upon 
8. Thus may even the pooreſt Man have his Mind of- 
ten employed when he is at work in his Shop, or in the 
Field, or when he is walking in the way, or ſailing on 
the Seas, which would nct hinder, but further his La- 
bours, and make them more eaſie and pleaſant. But be 
ure to ſet ſo-ne Time apart every day for ſolemn prayer. 
Very fit it is ro begin the Day with Prayer to God, as 
ſoon as we riſe out of Bed; Bleſſing his Name for our 
Preſervation and quiet Reſt, begging his gracious pre- 
ence a ith us all the Day, that we may be k ept from all 
Evil, eſpecially from Sin the worſt of all. And at the 
Evening let this be our laſt work before we lie downto 
lep, humbly to commit our fclyes. to God by Prayers. 
Lal 9a. 1, 2. 23 858 \ 
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good, who fills the whole World | 
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Exceeding uſeful is it for choſe who have Families, 20 
joyn together Mcrning and Eycning in prayer t6 God, 
and in reading ſome part of his hol Werds br Which 
purpoſe there are many good books of devotion : Ang 
tho they have none of them, yet they may uſe ſuch cf the 
Prayers of che Church as are proper for their purpoſe, 
which are to be found in che Morning and Evening Ser. 
vice, and in other places. 10 
Before you ſit down to Meat, beg God's bleſſing upon 
it, and afterwards return Thanks for ir. 
But beſides our devotions in the Family or Cloſet, ou 
great duty is ro worſnip God in the publick afſembliq 
of his people, which dy no means we oughr to forſike, 
H:4. 10. 25. Suffer not yourſelves therefore by anypre 
tences whatever to be dra wii away, either by Papiſts o 
Sectat ies, from the publick-Worſhip of God, 28 it is 50. 
by Law eſtabliſhed in the Church of England.” But (ee 
that you duly reſort to your Pariſh Churches, and chu 
not only on Holy-days, but on the Week-days; when 0 
have Opportunity and Leiſure. More eſpecially ſee tha 
you conſtantly fre quent the Church on the Lord's Day, i 
not hindred by Sickneſs, or ſome other very great an 
urgent Cauſe. Let not that excuſe keep you from Chu ch 
which would not keep you trom the Market. Brit g: 
many of your family along with you as can poſſibly 
ſpared. Come to the very beginning of the ſer / ice, and 
ſtay quietly to the end of it, not running away before 
the bleſſing, as many careleſs people rudely do, as if che) 
were glad to get away, as from a Priſon. Behave you 
ſelves with all due Reverence, both of Body and Mind 
conſidering the Majeſty of that God, in whoſe preſcuc 
you ſtand, before whom the very Angels veil their g 
Always kneel at your Prayers, if chere be convenß 
or ſtand at leaſt, Pſal. 95. 6. Above all, look we | 
the Temper of your Soul, and Feep up an awful 
of thegreat God ro whom you. are praying, and 1! 
well what is ſaid, as you go along with the Prayers ant 
offer up your deſires to God; otherwiſe, thoug 10 
may ſpꝰak much, you do not pray at all. Avoid a 
and wantrirg thought, as much as poſſible. VVhen yon 
joyn inthe conte ſſion of Sius, chink of your own pere 


82 Faults, and be deeply humbled for them: And be un- 
hic |gocdiy thankful for all-God's Mereles, whilſt you are 
and hiling his Name; and earneſtiy long after that Grace 
of che fu pray for. Attend with Care and Reverence to God's 
rpoſe, d, when it's read from the Desk, and alſo to the 
g et- ing and explaining it from the Pulpit, that you. 
be both diligent Hearers, and faithful Doers of the 
oben d. Neglect not the Church in the Afternoon, tho 
© ſhould live where there is no Sermon. Catechiſing 
(er cu be 2s uſeful to you, and thls ought to be in all Places. 
.mbio beſides that, you will hear the Holy Scriptures read, 
orſ.e, iſ have the Benefit of the publick Prayers. * 
my pre hen you come from Church, ſpend not the Re main - 
piſs of of the Day In Sports and Idleneſs,much leſs in Drink-, 
c is now and Gaming, as too many do: But if you have a Fa. 
Eut ſe let ome Time be ſpent with them, in praying, in 
nd WilWing God's Word, and ſome good Book; and let Chil- 
hen nd Servants be inſtructed in their Catechiſm, Ex + 
ſee ue them about what they have heard, that ſo it may 
Day, ¶Methem more attentive; and do you meditate on the 
rear wal, that it may fink into your Heart. Works of Mer- 
Chu H u Neceſſity may be done on the Lord's Day; but by 
Brit eas allow your ſelves in any needleſs Labour, nor in 
xi>ly bailing upon the Road, or wandring about to make idle 
„ice, au. God allows us fix Days in the Week for our own - 
ay befor ments, let us devote the Lord's Day to his Ser- 
as if che, ily and chearfully. | 4 
have o the Sacrament of Baptiſm is adminiſtred, do you 
znd Nino doit. Remember your own Engagement by ha- 
- PreſcncWreceived it in your Infancy, and reſolve to live an- 
ieir bee ele thereto, Join in Prayer for God's Bleſſing on 
1 udren then received into the Church. And when 
k we ring your, own Children to be baprized, ſee that 
aul io moſt ſincerely give them up to God, and devote 
and wo his Service, with firm Reſolutiom to bring them 
ayers zu his Fear, if God ſpare your Lives and theirs, and 
zug thy pray for his Grace to be given into their Souls. 
id a ole ro whom you ſtand as ,Suretles, you onght to 
hen our urmoſt towards their good Education in the 
en pte edze of God and Religion, according. tu tbe, 
© given you, eſpecially 1" Parems die, or prove 
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neg! gent. Abd pray beware of a very wicked prag 
which'is'common in ſome Places, that after a Chili 
baptked, the Neighbours that are invited, ſpend the 
of the Day in Rlot and Drunkenneſs, forgerting,thate 
now they renounced the Luſts of.the Fleſh 3 thoſe y 
ſtogd"at the Font, and all the reſt, are under the f 
Obligation. e e e GA 
Whenever you are invited by your Minifter to the| 
y Communion, do not willingly negle& the invitatic 
but come with a thankful Heart, to keep up the rem: 
/ brance of Chrift's Love in dy ing for ſinners, accordin 
his expreſs Command, Lake 22.19. Take care to pre 
ycur ſelves, by true Repentance for all your former | 
and ſtedfaſt purpoſes by God's Grace, throughly to 
ſake the ſame. See that you be in perfect Charity vit 
Men, freely — thoſe who have offended yon, 
offering ſatisfaction to thoſe whom you have offer; 


> 


If after this they will rot be reconciled, that's not 
fault, bur theirs; and thereſore may not keep you 
ie Sacrament. Stay not away out of à Pretence, 
Fou want time to prepare your ſelf. For a conſtant 


Life, is the beſt Preparation. If you are fir for Pr; 
you are fit fer the Cc mmunion. Do not think that 
Communion is only-for Rich People. The Souls of 
Poor are as precious as the Rich; and as much conce 
in Chrift's Death; and they have as much cauſe 10 
member ir, and ſeck after the benefits of it. If you, 
not Mony to Offer at the Colle ction, fee that y ou Ol 
your ſelves to God, and that will be of more 
Complain not that you want Clothes, and therefore 
Abſent, both from the Church and Communion; 
that you come in the Wedding Garment tequited i 
Goſpel, with humble, penitent, thankful Hearts; 
then you will be welcome Gueſts ar Chriſt's Table. 
our direction, if you have ro'Books on this Subjed 
cad ſeriouſly the Office for the Communion in the 
mon Prayer, and jou may find very great Aſſiſtance 
it. Ir's'very fir alſo ro Copſult with your Miniſter, 


cially the firſt time jou recebe.  Aﬀure your ſelvet 


| very heinous ſin, to live one year after another, | 
ne gle ct ofthis welghty Duty, and argues à yer) gre 
1 F-.-) 1 * © a 3 tn le 
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tempt of our Sayiour's Authority, and of his Infinite Love 
u Kindneſs. * 9 at nuite Love 


vo, ſin of Swearing. A moſt ſenſleſs piece of wickedneſs, 
ar brings neither pleaſure nor profit along with ir. When 
you are called before the Magiſtrate in weighty Caſes, 


o the M may lawfully ſwear, Heb. 6. 16. but take great Care 
wiratiq o Sear the Truth, and nothing but the Truth ; for o. 

e reeVherwiſe, you call the True God to Witneſß a Lye, and 
cording even call for his Vengeance upon your ſelves. In your 

to prehWedioary Communication, avoid all manner of Swearing, 
mer ither by che Sacred Name of God, or by any Crea- 

hly to Me, Mer tb: 5. 34. Jam 5, 12. Uſe nor ſuch Expreſions, 

Ity WIL you Hope to be ſav'd, As you hohe for mercy; with others 

d Tu e like, which are great Oaths, though frequently uſed 

e offend 


pon every ſlighr occaſion. Do nor fo much as raſhly and 


rot Nreleſly mention the Holy Name of God or Chriſt 3 but 


pu your inward Reverence be minifefted in your out- 
tence, Ward Expreſſions. 55 | 
5 and to this I may ficly joyn an earneſt Caution againſt 
or Pra 


eſin of Curſing, in which the Nime of God is ofren 
ink that 


Souls ol 
ch conce 
cauſe tC 
it you 
y Ou e 
more 
he reſole 


yon others, ſometimes on their very Children and near - 


imnation ro thoſe they Quarrel with, yea, even to 
mſelyes. And how common is it to hear Men in their 
tach, wiſh the Pox, or Plague, or Hanging to theit 
eighbours, or bidding the Devil take them? Indeed they 


nion; b gemſelves ſeem to be poſſeſs'd by him, whilſt chey Vent 
equired Language of Hell; and do take the ready way to bring 
Hearts Mi manner of Curſes, both on their own Soul and Body, 
s Table. d. 109. 19, 18. This wicked Cuftom proceeds both 
| Subj dm the wanr of the True Fear of God in Men's Hearts, 
zn in the 


I alſo from want of Kindneſs and Charity to one an- 


\ ſſiſtane der; of which I am next to ſpeak a few words. 
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Before I leave ſpeaking of your Daty to God, ler me | 
teſecch you carefully ro Abſtain from that common hai. 


honoured 3 when Men wiſh that God's Curſe may light 


Relarions, ſome times on their Nzighbours, and ſome- 
mes on their Cartel. Some profane Wretches win 


liniſter, Wi Next ro the loving of God above all, the loving of our 
our ſehengelstwours as our ſelves, is the great Duty of a Chriftian, 
zother, our Saviour reaches in that ſame place, Mar. 22. 39, 40. 
er} pet d Live is lald to be the n of the” Law, Rom. 13.8, 
. 2 


Wl - cher in his Soul or Body, his Eſtate or good Name; | 


.9, 10. Nothing more becomes a Diſciple of Jeſus Cheri 
than to live in Love and Charity with all Men, dolng i 
the good we can to others, but doing no manner of en 
£@ any. Read 1 cor. 13. This is moſt frequently an; 
ſtrictly commanded in the Goſpel, and made the ve 
Badge and Character of a Chriſtian, Job. 13. 34, 35. Thi 
\M3kes us moſt like to our hleſſed Lord and Maſter, v 
went about continually doing good, bath to the Souls a 
Bodies of Men, even to the very worſt of Men; and 
His moſt bitter Enemies, did he ſhew great Charity a 
' Kindneſs, And herein let us ſtudy to be like him to it 


utmoſt of our PowW- rt. 
If we have true Love for all Men, we ſhall then ef 
and readily 2 all thoſe Duties which we owet 
them in the ſeveral Places and Relations wherein we ſtand 
of which I muſt not here go about to give a particular: 
count, Bur in general, Husbands and Wiyes ought mc 
entirely to love each other, and ſtudy to render one: 
others Lives happy here, and their Souls hereafter. F 
if they live in Diſcord and Wrath, they have an Hell! 
on Earth whilſt they live, and have reaſon to expect i 
eternal Torments of Hell when they die. Parents ouy 
1 love their Children and take due Care of them, bo 
das to Soul and Body; and Children ought to honour 
.obey theit Parents, and relieve them, if they ſtand 
need. Maſters muſt be gentle and kind towards their 5c 
aid Servants muſt be faithful and obedient 
their Maſters, eren to the froward and ſevere, Sub: 
muſt yield Obedience to all the lawful Commands of il 
Rulcrs, and patiently ſubmit to what Puniſhments the) 
flict; and upon no pretence whatever may they re 
agzinſt them; for. it is moſt expreſſy forbidden in Sci 
ture, and Damnation threatned to thoſe that are gui An 
Rom, 13. 1, 2. And commonly Treaſon and Rebell ou 
bring nothing but Ruin and Miſery in this World, Nye n 
well as the next. The People ought to eſteem and loom 
their M:niſters, to follow their godly Admonition it 
Examples, and afford them due Maintenance. 
la brief, we muſt carefully abſtain from doing any 
jury to any Man, of what Rank or Condition ſoevet, 


* 
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uſt be ever ready to do all manner of Good to all Mem 
wording to our Ability and Opportunity, And hereby 


e are to ſhew, that we love our Neighbours as our 
tl lyes,by grating with all Men ſo truly and juſtly, ſomer- 
he ven ally and kindly,as we deſire to be dealt with ourſelves; 

5. This is che great Rule of the Goſpel, Mat. 9.12. And by 
= his Rule ought we to govern our ſelves in all our Carriage 
duls Howards others, both in buying and ſelling, and in our 
andi hole Converſation. This is a very plain and eaſie Rule 
rity u walk by, and is moſt juſt and equal, and very large 
im to ud comprehenſive; ſo that if a Man u ill honeſily and 


ichfully attend to it, he need not go far to ſeek for Di- 
en ea on how to behave himſelf in moſt Caſes that may hap- 
e owe Nen berwixt him and his Neighbour. Would I be revt- 
we ſta e and ſlandered, cheated and couzened,beaten and hurt, 
ty other way abus d? If not, then let me not uſe an- 
Fer at this rate. Would I be deſpiſed and derided for 


er one Faults, or for my Poverty and Misfortune : Would 
ifrer. rot rather in Reaſon deſire to be kindly inſtructed, aſ- 
n Hell ed and relieved? Thus then, let me deal with my 
xxpedt i Neighbour, and according to my power, with meckne(s 


-nts ound true kindneſs, inſtruft the ignorant, reclaim rhe vi- 


hem, boos and erroneous, comfort the ſad, relieve the oppteſ- 
zonour d, feed the hungry, and cloath the naked. Even thoſe 
y ſtand dar are of a mean Condition,muſt be ready to help ſuch 
their. de in er want than themſelves. The Man that 


res by Nis Eabour, is not wholly excuſed from Works 
Charly,” Epb, 4. 28. The Widow's Mite is very ac- 


ads of thaltable to God; and a Cup of cold Water ſhall not loſe 

ats che) WW Reward. A willing charirable Mind it is that God chief- 

they re ok ar, and calls for, and this the pooreſt may have  * 
en in Sc be not their own Fault. 

are And our Charity and Kindneſs is not only to be ſkewn 
Rebell our Friends, but to our very Enemies themſelves, 


e may not render evil for evil, but muſt ſtudy to over - 
dme evil by doing of Good. If another ſtrike us we 


onitiom uy not ſtrike again; if he rail upon us, and revile us - 
ce. re maſt not return the fame ill Language; but either by . 
oing an) ſence, or by gentle and ſoft Anſwers endeavour to ap» . 

n ſoever, Meaſe his Wrath, For the Rule is not, to deal with others 
Name; WW they deal with me, bur as 1 in Reafon deſire ro be 
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dealt with; and another Man's Fault will not excuſe mine, 
If he do me an Injury, I muſt not be Judge in my own 
Cauſe, nor take upon me to Revenge it, but in weighty 
Caſes may fly to the Magiſtrate for Relief. But upon no 
Account whatever may we bear any grudge or hatred in 
our Hearts againſt any Man, N never ſo wicked, 
nor never ſo much our Enemy; but we muſt pity him 

and pray for him, that God would give him a better 
mind. If ever we hope to find Mercy with God, and 
have our Treſpaſſes forgiven, we muſt forgive thoſe tha 
* Offend us, as we learn from the Lord's Prayer, and ma- 
ny moſt plain places of Scripture. See Matth. 5.44, C. 
Matth. 18.21. to the end. Rom. 12. 14. to the end, We 
muſt ſhew meekneſs and gentleneſs to all Men, and never 
. willingly fay or do any thing to provoke another to Ar- 
ger; nor ſhould we be eaſily provoked, but very cafily 
appeaſed and reconciled. It's very ſad to confider, what 
| wretched and miſerable Lives many of rhe poorer (on 
lead, by their continual Brawling and Scolding, Quar 
reiling and Contending one with another; and ſometime 
when they have ſcarce Mony to buy Bread, they le throy 
it away in vexatious Law-Suits, merely out of Spite and 
Revenge. | | a oF : 

And the People of this Rank, ought eſpecially to be. 
ware of envying thoſe that are in better Condition than 
themſelves. - We ought to have that true Kindneſs and 
good Will for all Men, that we ſhould be glad: of their 
Proſperity, though we our ſelves be in Affliction: As of 
the other hand, we ought to have great Compaſſion for 
thoſe in Miſery, though we be in Proſperity, 

And let ſuch that are in Want, take heed that thel 
Neceſſities put them upon no unlawful Courſe for thel 
Relief. Particularly, beware of ſtealing any thing, choug 

of a ſmall Value. By degrees It's to = feared, you vi! 
go on to greater matters, and ſo may bring your ſel'c 
to Shame and Puniſhment in this World as well as that 
to come. The beſt way to avoid this, is to be very d 
ligert in your lawful Calling, as the Apoſtle directs in 
that place before-named, Eph.q.28. If you are not able oh 
fl Work, it's lawful to Beg. But by no means betake you An 
Wo ſelves to this lazy, unprofitable Life of Begging, if Jai 
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e mine, Were able to ſubfift by any other Lawful Courſe; He chat 
ny own Will not work when he can, deſerves not to Eat. But 
velghty Wher than either Steal ot Starve, you may ſeek for Re- 
pon no ef from your Neighbour's Charity. But do not go 
tred in bout to deceive him, by borrowing what you know _w 
vicked, re never like to pay; for this is downright Cheating. 
ty him Naher deal plalnly, and make known your Neceſſities. 


tter 
d, and 
ole that 
ind ma- 


jon Truſt in God, and do your Duty, he will take 
ne of you: And though you may be in Straits ſome- 
nes, yet ſtill you will find a Supply. And to prevent 
dur Poverty, let me eſpecially warn you againſt that 


{4 6, Wnmon Bruitiſn Sin of Drunkenneſs, which brings both 
. Weis and many other Miſchiefs along with it, as I have be- 
d never e cold you. Indeed ir hinders every thing that's good, 

to An- nd leads Men into all manner, both of Sin and Miſery. 
y eaſily lis Vice it is chat makes more Beggars than any other 
r, What Waſe, Wherefore, if you have any regard to your Fa- 
ter (ort8iilies, any love to Soul or Body, avold all Riot and Ex- 
„ Quark, Ear and Drink moderately, as may tend to keep 
merimeWou beſt in Health, and make you moſt fir fot the Service 
le thront God, and your own Calling. 
pite aud And laſtly, Beware of that filthy ſin of Whoredom, 


nich very often goes along wich Drunkenneſs, and as 


y to be en brings the Curſe of God, both upon Mens Bodies 
on thin Eſtates. And to keep you innocent, avoid Idlenefs 
neſs aud well as Intempegance. And fly from all lewd and wick- 
of their Company, where you are in danger of being enticed: 


3 As ol 


d enſnared; and do not ſo much as allow your felve; 
(ion for 


any -unclean Thoughts or Deſires, nor in filthy Diſ- 
dur ſes, or in any wanton Carriage and Behaviour. For 


at thei preventing of all wickedneſs in this kind, God hath - 
or theiſſhlowed Marriage, which is ſald to be Honourable in all, 
» choup\Wur Whoremongers and Adulterers God will Judge, Heb. 
you wg. 4. Wherefore let them who are in that State keep 

ur ſelrcoWritly true ta their Marriage Vow : And all both mar- 

| as thalled and ſingle, preſerve both Body and Soul ſo Chaſte 

very dpd pure, that the holy Spirit of, God may now dwell 
lirects in thelr Hearts, and they may be fit ro dwell for ever in 

t able ite Preſence of the moſt Holy God. r 
ke youll And thus I have briefly given you an Account whereln 


„ if y008onſiſts chat Holineſs of Life, to which all Chriſtians are 


423 | 


9 | N JE J ran Wonito!. 
| 4 by the Prece; > of our died gelen, and | 
nga bye Vow, hich binds them to keep his pn 
ceptz, and to follow his Example, who himſelf lived 
the ſam holy manger that he taught and hath commay 
that ſay they abide in him to walk as he walls 
I by "5 2.6. The ſum of all you have in few wor 
v hichthe Goſpel reaches, even that we ſhould den 
 godlineſs and worldly las, and live ſoberly, righteouſ) 
piouſh in the World, Tit. 2. 11, 12. 

And now let me again beſecch you, ſerioufl fly to con 

der e it has been your care to ive ſuch holy a 
| ro lipes, yea or no. And . your Co 
| + oth e you, that you have negleRed theD 
| ries K Se Pak ommanded, or committed thoſe Sit 
which he hyrh forbidden, do you 8 acknowled 
ap confeſs the ſame to . God, wich true God 
frow for the ſame, carne y beggin 5. Mercy, and pa 
oy for Chriſt's ſake, who died on roſs for Sinner 
mill thro whom all that confeſs and forſake their $ 
125 fh ＋ oc Wit 230 © our ns ad reſo 
- ar forlake Jour Sins * met 
= 0 ke lx your chief buſin K 


$.v01 fence toward God. ans ry 8 
1 your dea 1 L185 gs 15 1 

and A 
| Lift © For Tho 
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thi Is Leah for the Erich, who have rk elfe to 40. $ | 
will not you that are poor have as much Care of your 

Souls as the rich, and ſtudy to be happy as well as 
1 — means you will be 45 with them, yea muchh 

r than they, even in this Life, except they be good 

| vel as gteat. What is there in all Ie wa bug 
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and if pores may perform, if they have but a willing 
his Prfildind ? May you nor love God and your Neighbour, be 
lived ifober and chaſt, meek and Humble; pray to God, and 


iſe his Name, G c. Nay, is not this the much better 
ay to keep you from Poverty, or to help you out ef it? 
t not much cheaper to live ſoberly and honeſtly, than 
live in Drunkenneſs and. Whoredom, and ſuch like 
aftful fins 2 Does it not coſt you much more to go to 
wor Revenge, than to forgive an Injury? One Vice 
ofts more che maintaining than ten Virtues. And I am 
nfdent, more Families are brought to Poverty by gra- 
iog their Luſts, than by providing for their Children, 
ww many ſoever they be, Is it not, think you, much 
er for your Selves and Families, to ſpend the Lord's- 
ay in God's Service, both in publick and prtvate, than 
þ waſt your Time and Mony at the Alehouſe? Daily 
Ixperience ſhews, that it is not Religlon, but the want 
EE 
h People haye God's and Favours, as 1 
1 — ſhewed ; and therefore he'll be ſure to 
ke cate of chem and theirs, : £ 
And pray do not chin chat you ſhall be ſayed met 
kauſe you are poor: For If you be wicked and ungod- - 
ul nefe von will cerraloly be miſerable In the next World 
ell as this. Ca, was vot ſaved becauſe he was 
vr, but, becauſe he was a pious good Man: And oh 
ns, le order hand, Dives. was not damn'd for being rich, 
Gd becanſe he was luxurious and proud, and "wholly 


7. at bk let he Pure [K» you againſt two or chreę t c 
degrcan Miſtakes that harden may Meg in their Sins.. | 


re of chinklog that it's enough for a Man to be _ 5 
d, and keep his Church, and go to Prayers and Ser- 
en, and ſometimes to the Communion, and fay his 
vers in private, that this is enough to prove him 2 
d Chriſtian, and make ſure of Salvation. All this is 
ty good, but this will not ſerve turn, except our Hearts 
lo thoroughly ſanctified by the Grace of God, chat we 
0 truly love God above all, and ſet our Hearts on the 
N of Heaven, and love our Neighbours, and be true and 
þ tin all our Dealings,temperate and chaſt in our Conver- 


facion, . 


— - 
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lation; as Is before deſcribed, And this is the great B, 
of Prayers; Sermom and Sacraments, to make us my 
and more holy in Heart and Life : without which we 
be rather worſe thay better for them, Marth. 5. 21, 22,14 
Be not ſo weak al to think you. may be. ſaved by a g00 
Belief alone, by your Faith in Chriſt, and trufting | 
God, wichout Obedience to his Commands. It is f 
Chriſt's Sake only you are ſaved, but he will ſave not 
but thoſe who obey him, Heb. 3. 9. And that only M's « 
true ſaving Faith, | which purifies the Heatt, and produ- 
Obedience, as you have heard before. And ſince eur 
has plainly told us, that we cannot be ſaved with 
Holineſs, if we take up u fooliſn Confidence that we mi ic 
be ſaved withour it, this is not truſting in God, but of 

' own Fancies, and the Devil's: Deluſions. We may ſafe! 
truſt In God's Promiſes, but then let us fee to perfot 
the Condhions, and become ſuch an humble, holy Pe 
ple, as he has promiſed for Chriſt's Sake to own and ft, 
Take heed alſo oſ miſtaking the Nature of Repentan 
as if it were only being u little ſorry for our Sins, a 4 
erying to God for Mercy, and then all will be well, (= 
we go on ſtill in our old Ways. But this is a moſt dan 
rous Miſtake. For a Man never truly repents till he fo vo 
. ſakes his Sin, and changes his Conrſe: When rhe Dru 
ard becomes ſober, and the ptophane Man à devout We 
ſhipper of God, and ſo continues. True RepentanWivi 
changes the Heatt and Life of 4 Sinne. 
Ad laſtly, do not think it enough to forſake ſome $ 
and keep others; to do ſome good Duties and neg f 
others, and then excuſe your ſelves by ſaying it is 5 
Failing, Every Man has bis Failing, and this is mint. Neo 
fays the Drunkard and the Whoremonger, and ſo ſays i li 
angry Man when he ſwears or curſes, or gives bad [i 
. guage. Bur ſuch Sins as are committed againſt Knowleqium: 
and Conſcience, and continued from Time to Time, wid; 
we have leiſure to think beforehand and prevent theſud 
theſe are to be reckoned as wilful Sins, not as Fallig. a 
Eſpecially ſuch groſs Sins as Drunkenneſs, Whoredoy ar 
common Swearing or Lying, and the like, are not cops | 
reckoned as Failings, | Indeed whatever Sin a Man [ont 
aud pleads for and allows himſelf in; is not a meer 10 
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great Eu but a wilſul Tranſgreſſion. A good Man hates all 


e us ma he does Sickneſs,and ſtrives and watches, and prays 
ch we (hoſt it. He hates every falſe Way, and has a Reſpect to 
2 1, 22,2:80d's Commands A true Chriftian Muſt be an entire. 
by a go bod Man, all of a Piece. A great Matter I find it is 
ruſting i many People, that they do wrong to no body, nor 
It is folffe any Malice in their Heart, and therefore they think 
ſave nonMpſelves in good Condition God · ward. But though 
1at only is one 22 Part of our Duty, yet it is but a Part. 
| produnuſt alſo ſee, that we da not wrong Almighty God 


ſince G 
d withe 
at we 
d, but of 


our own Souls by ſetting our Hearts chiefly on this 
Id, by neglect iug his Worſhip and Service, by living 
xceſs or Uncleanneſs, or any other known Sin, We 
| be both pious toward God, loyal ro our Prince, 


may ſaſeſ i and charitable to our Neighbour, humble and ſober, 
o perſot Y way holy and good, if we will —— our ſelves 
holy Pee Chriſtians indeed. He that wilfully offends in one 
n and fut, and allows himſelf therein, is guilty in effect of. 
epentauſ ng the whole Law : For he deſpiſes God's Autho- 
Sins, . and if he meets with the ſame Temptation, will 
well, ¶M nit any other Sin. And as is commonly and truly 
oft dani this Caſe, one Stab, though but with a Pen- knife, 


till he fc 
he Dru 
vout We 


epentan 
ſome $ 


wound a Man as mortally as rewenry Thruſts with a 
d; ſo one Sin loved and delighted in, may damn a 
's Soul as well as a thouſand, James 2. 10 —/ 
wing thus endeayoured brictly ro remove your Ob- 
jons and Miſtakes, I do now again in the laſt place; 
to enforce my Exhortation that you would feriouſ: 


1d negli ſiedfaſtly reſolve to caſt away every Sin, and moſt 
it is j rely devote your ſelves to the leading ſuch a godly, 
s mint. Nous and ſober Life, as you are bound to by your 
fo ſays i ilian Baptiſm. If you are in diſpute with your ſelves, 
s bad Lafther you ſhould reſolve upon it, pray look over the 
KnowleWuments before laid down, and ponder them in your 
ime, wied; and then certainly you cannot but own, that 1 
rent thenWude, you to nothing but what is very iuſt and reaſon- 
s FallingF, and every Way for your greateſt Good: And if 
Fhoredoiſ are convinced of this, then . forthwith to this 
e not to Reſolution, without trifling or delaying, The 
Man logcr you do it, the ſafer it is; and the better for 


meer lug Do not go on in Sin at preſent, ou a Pretence, that 


you'll 


upon the Croſs: For his Caſe was nothing like 50 


me Fleſh, and all thoſe wicked 
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you'll repenr hereafter, when you are older, or when] 
odme to be ſick;and-to die. Do nor pur off the great 
fineſs of Life to the End of your Days, when you are! 
ſure of Time or Strength, or of God's Aſſiſtance, or iſ 
ceptance of you. Do not plead the Example of the 


that have long enjoyed the Offers of Grace and Mercy 
now from this preſent Time you will heartilyand fincey 
ly return to God, you have no Reaſon to deſpair oſ 
Mercies, how many or ꝑrent ſoever Your Sins have 
But if you fill perfiſt in Sin, preſuming upon 6 
Mercy hereafter, you have juſt Cauſe to fear, that i 
bold Preſumption, and horrid Abuſe of God's Grace,n 
end in your eternal Ruin and Damnation. 
But if you are willing now ſpeedily to enter upon 
Reſolution and Purpoſe, then let me in a few Words 
ther direct you, by what Means you may render it 
and laſſ ing and may be beſt enabled to perform the 
I. And firſt, I would adviſe you to take the next 
portunity'to confirm this holy Reſolution, at the Tab 
the There ſolemnly renew your Baptiſmal) 
Dedicate and | my up your ſelf to God the Father, 
and Holy Ghoſt ; renouncing the Devil, the World 
they would d 
puns more eſpecially thoſe Sins — you have 
merly moſt guilty of. Henceforth, let the Lord ol 
that bought you with his Blood, be taken for your 
Lord and Maſter, to govern you by his Spirit, aug 
his Laws, agſver you deſire and hope to be ſaved h/ 
Death and RefurreRion. And uſe frequently to thi! 
this ſolemn Engagement, afrer you have made it: 
it may have due Force upon you, when you are tem 
to revolt to any wicked Practice. Often repear the iu 
berwixt God and your own Soul; and eſpecially rey 
it by frequent Attendance on the holy Communion, ty 
ſeeking for Grace and Strength from God, to walk in 
holy Ways ſtedfaſtly and conſtantly. 
II. But that brings me to a ſecond Direction, That 
ſhould nor reſolve upon all this, in a Confidence of i 
own Strength, but in a moſt humble Dependence on 
Irace of God, which he is ever willing to beftow on ſ 


The Chziltian Bontto' 49 


Ir when pick it earneſtly in the Way he has appointed, by a due 


he great NMendance on the Means of Grace, the Word, Prayer 
| you are acraments. Wherefore as you have Opportunity, at- 
nce, or Mi careſully to the reading and hearing of his Word, aud 
of the I it in your Hearr, that you may not ſin againſt him. And 
> like yofffffery much in Prayer to God for his holy Spirit, to 
ind Mercyſyiven you thro? his Son Jeſus, who will powerfully in · 
and finceſWede for you, and make good his Promiſes to humble 
ſpair of {MW devout Supplicants, Zuke 11. 13. Job. 16. 23, 24. 
s have be enever you are in danger, and are. aſſaulted by any 
ontion to Sin, or are backward to what Is good, 
, tha r eſpecially pray fervently for quickningand fireng. 
Grace ning Grace, and your Prayers ſhall not be in vain. 


IT. To your Prayers add conſtant Warchfulnefs over 


er upon u (elf at all Times, and in all Places and Companies. 
Words Arch over your Thoughts themſelves, and over your 
ander it fi rds and Actions. Satan is ever watching to deceive 
rm the ſi nd there are many Snares and Dangers in all our Ways, 
he next ve have corrupt Natures, and treacherous Hearts, and 
the Tab 


refore had need to be very watchful, to avoid all Oc- 


riſmal Mons of Sin, as much as po and to ſuppreſs the ve- 
Father, Wifi Beginnings. Think before-hand what Temprations 
e World are like to meet with, and fortiſie your ſelf agalnſt 
would d you cannot ſhun. Do nor willfully run into Danger; 
u have biiÞecially, beware of bad Company, by whictrmanyare 
e Lord Mn back to their former -Looſneſs,, Be not led away 
or your heir Counſel or Kxample, nor be diſcouraged by their 
Irie, aur and Cenſures. Uſe often to look-back upon your 
ſaved by ons; and if you have been drawn into any wilful Sin 
y to thinfWQnot make a light matter of ir, nor yet deſpait af Par- 
de it: . if you be truly penitent. Wherefore, ſpeedih bd car- 


are temp ly betake your ſelf to God by true Repentance, beg- 
eat the (a Mercy for Chtiſt's ſake, and more Grace to ſtrengthen 
cially tei affiſt you. Renew your Purpoſes for Amendmenxot 
nunion, e, and fer your Watch more ſtrialy for the fyture. 


IV. Toquicken and engage you to this Watchfulgels ; 
member, that Almighty God is ever pteſent with you, 


o walk in 


on, That M obſerves all your Ways, and takes great Delight in 
nee of yur piety and Holineſs, bur is of purer Eyes than to he- 
lence ou Held the leaft Iniquiry. with any ple aſure. Wherefare 
tow on ys w. 


vas walk as in the Preſence of this Holy God, whether | 
u are alone, or in Company | V. Think 


o he Thilllian Wonitoz. 
V. Think often; how near you ſtand to another will 5 
and what an Account you muſt give to God, of a0 
Deeds done in the Body; and fo live now, as will be And 
for your Comforr at Death and Judgment. WHO! 
_ Profics and Pleaſures of Sin entice you, compare then d t 
the: eternal Joys which they will deprive you of and Mor 
the eternal Torments they lead to. Think whether rei 
any Man by ſinning agaluſt God, did gain ſomewhif ons, 
is better chan Heaven, or that is worth going to Mea. 
for. Let Erernity be very much in your Tho 
and the fading Vanities of this World will have 
Eſteem with you. Often ponder of thoſe wi 
Words of our Bleſſed Saviour, What wil it 
Aan to gain the whole Werld, and boſe his own Soul? O7 

ſhalt a Man give in exchange for bis Soul? Muck 8.36 
_ Laſtly, inftead of more Direction, let me adviſe yolſ 
acquaint your (elf with your Minifter , and conſult 
in the great concernment of your Soul; as Men are; 
to do the Lawyer and the Phyſician, in matters chat 
cern their Bodies and Kſtates. Do not think it ent 
to hear his Sermons in publick, but rake Advice from 
in private, and open to him the State and Caſe of il 
Soul, ſo far as may enable him to give ſuch Directlot 
are moſt proper to your Condition. This eſpecially 
_ to do, when you firft make Entrance upon an 
Life, and do firſt addreſs your ſelf ro the holy Comm 
on; or when you are under any great Doubts, and I 
ble of Mind, and rare vexed with fore Temptation 
ther of one ſort or other; or when you are ſet up 
ſuch that would draw you away from our Church, e. 
ro . or to any other Sect amongſt us. Then 
ſently berake your ſelf to your Miniſtet: And in the 
the like Caſes, take Direction from him, and be ſu 
follow his wholeſome Counſel, and deſire his Prayet 
God for you. I know in large Pariſhes, Miniſters are 
able to have a particular Knowledg of every Perſon; 
yet all that know the Worth of Souls, and rhe Pricet 
was pald for thgm, will be ready to give Atrendan 
the meaneſt of their People, that ſhall apply them 
ts them for Advice and Comfort, and will be glad of 
Opportunlties ro promote the Honone and Iuteref 


. 1 


* * 4 
+ 70 in rye” E wo © & 


z. N | be Ehud ian 0 | N. 51 . 
other with e and the Good of precious Souls commit- 
d, of | to tner PR | 11 call | 

« wille. and thus have I as plainly ard as fully as I well could 
„  WhedMſo little Room, directed you in that holy Way which 
re then {is to eternal Glory; and have ſnewn you what great 
u of ang In you have to walk in that Way, and to continue 


whethe; rein to the End. As to thoſe who deſire larger Dire. 
— us, next to the holy Scriptures (which I — you 
z0ing to N crad frequently with Humility and Serlouſneſß, eſpeci- 
ir Tho the New Teſtament.) Next to them, I ſhall refer 
ill have only to that pious and moſt uſeful Book, The hole 
noſe will) of Man. And heartily I wiſh,that every poor Fami- 
is it n the Kingdom, was furniſti d with one of thoſe Books, 
Soul 2 O Whether with a Bible and Common- Prayer. Book, which 
Iirk 8, 3 Mint all be purchaſed for much leſs than five Shillings; 
adviſe j i therefore its great Piry they ſhould be any where 
| conſult Wating. Though alas, I know, there are many Families 
Men ate poor People, where none of them read, and ſo Books 


them are uſeleſs. Grear Charity therefore it would be 
rich Landlords and Gentlemen, to ſee that the Chil. 


ters chat 
nk Ir enq 


ice from en of their poor Tepants and Neighbours be put out to 
Caſe of No; and then to beſtow at leaft, Bibles upon them 
Dire&RionWtthe Knowledg of Godignd Religion may be promote 
ſpecially {Weſt them 3 which would make greatly for the Good 


| Welfare both of Church and State. For tho? Brain. 
k Opinions and falſe Principles may make Men proud 
Head · ſtrong, and troubleſome to their Governours, 
tſolid Knowledg and ſincere Godlineſs will make Men 
mble and meck, quiet and peaceable; obedient to Ma- 
rates and Miniſters, full of Charity to their Neigh- 
us, and ready to every good Work. And I am ture 
Increaſe of this truly religious Temper, would be one 


upon an 
y Comm 
ots, and I 
:mptarion 
e ſet up 
hurch, el 
3. Then 
nd in theſe 


nd be (ure the greateſt Lelings that can be keſtowed upon this 
his Prayemirth, and would ſettle Kingdoms, Towns and Families 
ſters are ¶ Peace and Concord, which almoſt every where are dl. 
y Perſon; Med amongſt themſelves, as well as againſt one another: 
the Price Wd by ſuch bleſſed Effects of true Religion, ſomethipg 
Atrendancy]W Heaven would be brought down upon Earth, and our 
ly rhemſeW$uls would be well. fitted for Heaven, when we are called 
be glad af from this Earth, into thoſe happy Regions above, where 


id Intereſ ere is nothing elſe but Peace and Holineſs, and Love 


and 


y lead 
e Th 


oo me | 
| or Ge 
to lead an holy Life. «And if he will but add diligent - 
deavours to frequent and ſervent Prayers, neither his WM 
bour nor mine will be in vain, through the Grace M 
Bleſſing of Almighty God, from whom comes every Mn 
and perfect Gift, to whom be glven all Honour and M 
ry, both now and for ever. Amen, 


4 


2 A Grace before Met. 
0 Lord we beſeech thee, forgive w all our Sint, 
bleſs us, and theſe thy good Creatures for our uſe, 


belp us to live and ſerve thee, the giver of all Gud, 
Jeſwe Chrift his ſake, Amen. bo 

4 A Grace after Meat. 

Lord make w truly thankful for theſe and all u 

851 thy Mercies; and as we are maintained by thy Bon 


_ help us to live to thy Honottr and Glory, for Jeſus Chrif 


A A Prayercoming into Church. 

"LJRevent w O Lord, in all our Doings with thy Gr 
K. - and grant that our coming together at this time 
e for the better, and not for the worſe, for Jeſus Chriſ 


Jae. : 
| 6 » Theſeech thee, Almighty Gid, that the M ** 
AF which 1 have heard this day with my. outward 1 
may through thy Grace be ſo grafted inwardly in my le 
that they may bring forth in me the fruit of goed living" 
che Hour end Praiſe of thy Vene, chrough 7e/u cj 
LIES OS S "IM 15 98194 141 N 
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plain Ne for the Iſfſtanee of GoiPs Grace, in order io 

iu leading an bod Life, 
kac 10e 3 ; WED 6 L Si Reer , 

— e, This Prayer may be likewiſe uſed. in the Family 


th me rning and Evening, adding we inſtead of I, our 
ligent! e 35 nr elt * 12 | 

er hu Moſt Holy, and: ever bleſſed Lord God, I do 
Tace WJ humblycaſt down my ſelf before thee acknow- 
very eg arid lamenting my wn Sinfulneſs, and ear- 


and ON thy Grace and Mercy through tbe 
| Jeſus, our only Mediator and Advocate. I 
, O God, Lam a vile Sinner, polluted from 
very Womb; but ſince I came to the uſe of my 
aon, L ha ve defiled my ſelf with many wilful and 


Sint, Nous Tranſgreſſions. I have ſadly neglected thy 
vr uſe, rice, and diſmonoured thy Name, and have been 


itly wanting in thoſe Duties which Iowe to thee 
Bod. to my Neigbbour, and to my own Soul; and 
e not lived in ſuch a Godly, Righteous, Charita- 
and Sober Manner, as I ought to have done: But 
e often ' acted contrary to my own Reaſon and 
ſcience, and to the Plain Precepts of thy Word; 
| coptrary/to my own Promiles, and Vows for 
er Obedience. O Lord, give me a clear ſight of 
Sins, and-ſuch a deep Senſe of the Evil of my 
Ws, that my Heart may by truly humbled, and 
ken in the remembrance thereof. And for the 
| Jeſus's ſake; ho died for Sinners, be merciful: 
ve, O Father of Mercies, pardon all my-Iniqui- 
and let them not be remembred againft me to my 
idemnation, either in this World or that to come. 


| all u 


tis it only Pardon that I beg, but moſt earneſtly. 
y Hue vech-thee by d. Holy Spirit, to ſanctiſy me 
vin Body and Soul, that being made Pure and 


ly in Heart and Liſe, I may ſerve thee diligenilß 
my Days on Earth, and ſo may enjoy thee for ever 

Heaven. Lam fally convinced, that it is both my 
„ TE Duty 


=] "8 


Duty and Happineſs to fear and ſerve thee, che g 
and glorious God, who haſt made me and reden te 
me, and hirherro-graciouſly preſerved me. I ackno , an 
tedge thy Service to be perfect Freedom, and all 0 
Laws to be holy, juſt and good. Wherefore I deſ ly 
utterly to renounce and fotſake every evil Way, Ir 
_ moſt entirely devote my ſelf to ſerve and ple: Hell 
thee in Newneſs of Life; But thou, O Lord, kao "By, 
eſt the Weakneſs and'Corruptiowofmy Nature; 
how by evil Cuſtoms, I have made my ſelf nal; 
prone to Sin, more backward to that which is gui wh 
O do thou throughly change my Nature by 
Grace, that Imay hate and abhor all Wickedneſ 
take delight in the Ways of Piety and Holineſs, I 
no unmortified Luſt remain in my Soul; but do th 
purifie and cleanſe me from Pride and Covetouſne 
from Envy and Malice. and from alt impure andi ch. 
ſual Affections and Deſires, and enrich me with 
the Graces of thy, holy Spirit. Give me ſuch a cle 
Knowledge of thy infinite Goodneſs, and of all 1 
glorious Perfections, that I may ever humbly adm 
and adore thee, and love thee with. all my Heart. 
Foul, and cleave to thee as my only Portion, prekt 
ring thy Favour before all the Enjoyments of-t! 
World, Help me always firmly to truſt in thee, 
freely to leave all my Affairs to thy Wiſe and graci 
- Providence, abſolutely reſigning my Will ro thy by 
Will in all things. Make me truly thanktul tor 
thy. Mercies, and patient under afflictions, By! 
teaching let me learn to be content in all Eſtates 
Conditions. And good God, ſuffer me not in 
fFreateſt Difficulties and Dangers to diſtruſt rby M 
cies, or take any unlawhil Courſe for my Rel ay 
k beg from thee my daily Bread and beſeech thee Min; 
give me an. Heart well ſatisfied with wha thou f 
moſt convenient for me. Give me fuch - a: Spiti\eagi 
Fiery and Devotion, that may rake great I 
| Uight inthy Worſhip and Service/borh in! put Ac 
Fu! N | 222 4 g i | prix 1974 
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rate. Fill me with ſuch Love to my bleſſed Savi- 
ir, and with ſuch thankfulneſs for his love in dying 
Sinners, that I may go with more Delight to the 
"Woly Communion, for the good of my Soul, than 
the richeſt Feaſt that is made for my Bod 
Help me, O God to ſhew my Love to thy bleſſed 
by .true Love and Charity to my Neighbours. 
bre me tractable and obedient to my Governouts, 
Wi: -"Charch andSrare,peaceable and gentle towards 
Men, dealing winh them ſo juſtly and truly, as [ 
ſelf defire to be dealt with. Make me tender and 
mpaflionate, and ready to do all the good I can to 
ers: And let thy Grace enable me freely to for- 
e thoſe that do evil ro me, as I my (elf hope for 
icy and forgiveneſs from thee, my God. And help 
ways to live ſoberly and temperately, purely 
l chaſtly in Heart and Life ; and with great meek- 
$and Wy, in the ſenſe of my own unwortht- 
band manifold imperfections. - 
O Lord, grant that my Heart may be fill'd with ear- 
t longings and deſires after thoſe Grades, which now - 
th my Lips 1. pray for; and help me to ſnew- my 
Weerity by. diligent endeavours, daily to grow in all 
ce and Goodneſs, and to perfect Holineſs in thy 
ar, Make me watchful over my ſelf, and all my 
js, that L may carefully avoid all occaſions of ſin, 
d may check the firſt motions thereto in my own: 
art, Keep me always deeply ſenſible of thy Pre- 
ce, that I may walk humbly with thee my God, 
| approve my ſelf to thee in welb doing. Wean my 
art from all things here below, and prepare e 
WW wy departure hence into a better World. Help me 
ways to live in ſuch a Religious and Holy ma nner as. 
de moſt for my Comfort at Death and Judgment. 
ergthen my Belief of the precious Promites, and 
adful Threatnings of the Goſpel; and let this Be- 
tule and govern, me, in my whole Con verſarion. O 


M444 


« I may neyer be guilty - ſo much folly and ad- 
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ſtrengthen and aſſiſt me by thy Grace, and guide u 


_ AP aye. 
neſs,. as to loſe the eternal and unſpeakable Joys M a 
Heaven, and throw my ſelf into the eternal Tormem 
of Hell for any of the Profits or Pleaſures of Sin the 
are but for a Moment. Do thou, O Lord, by th 
holy Spirit, ever keep upon my Mind ſuch a freſh an 
lively ſenſe of the rea ſonableneſs of Religion, and of 
the miſchief and folly of all Sin and Wickedneſs, th an 
no Temptations of Satan, no Allurements of th 
World or the Fleſh, may hinder me from my Dun 
nor draw me into any known Sin; but do thou eye 


by thy Counſel, tilt thou ſhalt bring me to thy lu 
00000 oa tie. 67 ee. 
Neither do I pray for my felf alone, bur for : 
Mankind, beſeeching thee to fend the Light of tl 
Goſpel into all the dark Corners of the Earth; ar 
grant, that they who do enjoy ir, may walk in all hong 
' obedience thereto, Be merciful ro theſe Kingdom 
| pardon our Sins, and reform us from them. Heal 
our Diviſions ; continue our Mercies, and make wil 
truly thankful for them. Bleſs the King's Maj 
with the Royal Family, and all thoſe that are in At 
thorny under him; and grant to us and all his Sut 
jects, Grace to lead quiet and peaceable Lives in 
inels and Honeſty. - Bleſs the Miniſters of th 
holy Word and Sacraments, and make them ver; 
Diligent, and very Succeſsful in their Endeavo 
Help us to bring ſuch Fruit from the Bleſſings wet 
Joy, that thy Goſpel, and the Ordinances ther! 
may be continued to us, and to the Generation ali 
nus. Shew mercy to all that are afflicted, whether 
Soul or Body; and preſerve thoſe that travel on tb, 
lawful Occatiens, by Land or by Sea. Bleſs all mt 
Friends and Relations, particularly all that bela, 
to this Family; and help us all to live in the Fel 
and Love of thee our God, and in Peace and Char 
one with another. Let thy Bleſſing and good Preſent 
be with me thy unworty Servant, now and at 7 


A Prayer. : 
oys Mes at my down lying and up-rifing, in my going 
men und coming in, be thou my God and my Cuide 
| to the Death; and my eternal Portion, when 
e ſhall be no more. ” 5 | 
nd accept, O God, of my unfeigned defires, to- 
6 and praiſe thy glorious Name, for all thy Mer- 
and Favours to my ſelf, and to all Men: I bleſs 
tot my Reaſon and Senſes, my Health and f 
ch. Food and Raiment, and all the Comforts # 
Life; bur above all, I praiſe thee for thine 
tinable-Love in the Redemption of the World 1 
ur Lord Jeſus Chrift, for all the means of Grace, 1 
[for the hope of Glory. And I beſeeeh thee, give: | 
that due Senſe of all thy Mercies, that my Heart 1 
be unfeignedly thankful, that I may ſhew forth 7 
Praiſe, not only with my Lips, but in my Life, by 1 
ng up my ſelf to thy Service, and by walking be- 
thee in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all the Days 
Life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; in whoſe — { 
i holy Name and Words, I continue to Pray as 

ath taught us in his Goſpel, ſaying: | 


R Father which art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy 
Name; thy Kingdom come; thy Will be done on 1 
bas it is in Heaven; Give us this day our daily 4 
; Forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them 
treſpaſs againſt us; And lead us not into Temptation; 
keliver us from Evil; For thine is the Kingdom, 
the Power, and the Glory, for ever and ever, Amen.. 


he Grace of our Lord Jeſus. Lhriſt, che Love of 
and the Fellowſhip of the Holy Gboſt, be with 
ow and evermore. Amen. Aenne 
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